
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Quote of the week:   
“The challenges of today are creating the strength of tomorrow.” 

SEND newsletter: 
 
From now on, we will be sharing a link 
to the latest Somerset SEND newsletter 
each week.  Click here to see the latest 
news about Somerset’s SEND work. 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Newsletter Number 9 – 18th December 2020 

 
Tel: 01458 223452 

Web address: www.keintonmandevilleschool.co.uk 
Email: keintonmandeville@educ.somerset.gov.uk 

Twitter @KeintonPrimary  

Safeguarding 
Should you have any Safeguarding concerns, please email either ht.sch202@educ.somerset.gov.uk or 

send.kmps@educ.somerset.gov.uk. 
If you believe a child is at risk of immediate harm, you should contact Somerset Direct on 0300 1232224 

Keinton Mandeville 
 
 
 

     Primary School 

Dear Parents, 
 

Well, what a term it has been!  With bubbles, staggered entries, lunches in classes, playgrounds separated, 
endless handwashing and thoroughly ventilated classrooms, it has certainly been a strange new world.  With 
this being my 22nd year of teaching, it is fair to say that I have never known a more challenging year, with 
more change and uncertainty in such a short period of time.  However, the children and staff have responded 
brilliantly; children adapt and accept changes so much better than adults and we are immensely proud of how 
they have dealt with the changes.  Their learning is recovering, but it is going to take time for them to get 
back on track to where they should have been.  This pandemic has affected every child in a different way and 
every child needs individual focus to help them achieve their best. 
 

We have been immensely fortunate to get to this part of the term with no positive cases (I am writing this on 
Thursday afternoon, so hopefully this will continue for one more day!)  Many schools and children, both 
locally and nationally, have been hit by isolation periods.  I hope that everyone remains safe over the holidays 
and that we can continue in the same way in January. 
 

I need to say an enormous thank you to all of our staff; without their care and dedication for the children, 
they would not have been able to return to school and their learning with such positivity.  Our real hope is 
that, as the vaccine is administered, life in school will slowly begin to return to normal next year.  We want to 
get back to OPAL, sports tournaments, swimming, assemblies, proper singing and drama, clubs and all the 
things that we and the children are missing.  Hopefully it won’t be too much longer before life looks a little 
more normal. 
 

Finally, I would like to thank you; the positivity and support of our parents has meant a lot to us over the last 
nine months; it is an enormous part of what makes this school a special place.  Thank you as well for all the 
cards, gifts and kind words.  Enjoy what may be a quieter Christmas this year, but hopefully it will be no less 
special! 
 

Best wishes, Mr Shakesby 

 

“Storytime with the Shakesbies”: 
 
 

If you want something a little different for story time over the holidays, 
why not look up my family YouTube channel.  There is a wide range of 
stories, mostly read by my wife who is also a teacher, but if you search, 
you might find my children and me in there as well.  I will also be 
recording and posting my favourite – George’s Marvellous Medicine. 

https://choices.somerset.gov.uk/025/send-news/
https://choices.somerset.gov.uk/025/send-news/
http://www.keintonmandevilleschool.co.uk/
mailto:keintonmandeville@educ.somerset.gov.uk
mailto:ht.sch202@educ.somerset.gov.uk
mailto:send.kmps@educ.somerset.gov.uk


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Young Persons Mental Health Helpline: 
 
Somerset Health and Well-being have set up a new Mental 
Health helpline to support our Children and Young People 
in these uncertain times.  The number for this helpline is 
01823 276892 . 
 

 

 
 

Nativity Performance: 
 

I hope that everyone who has received a 
copy of the DVD of our nativity enjoys the 
show.  Please remember that parents 
should not share any images or video from 
the nativity online or on social media.  This 
is very important as a number of children 
who are included do not have permission 
for their images to be shared online. 
 

COVID-19 notifications: 
 

Hopefully you will have seen the letter sent out yesterday about 
COVID notifications over the holidays.  If your child develops 
symptoms over the first 48 hours of the holiday and receives a 
positive test within the first six days.  Please ensure you inform 
school by email on: ht.sch202@educ.somerset.gov.uk , to allow us 
to contact Public Health England.  Please also inform us on the 
same email if your child develops symptoms or has a positive test 
result from 1st January. 
 
 

 

 
 

Tuning into Kids Online Course: 

Do you want a better emotional connection with your child? 

Would you like some more tools for your parenting toolbox? 

Do you want your child to build resilience and have strategies to cope in difficult situations? 

Tuning into Kids is a six-week group programme for parents. It can help you to teach your child the skills of emotional 

intelligence. 

Emotional Intelligence is about using your emotions to guide you through the world.  

“Helping children and young people to understand the different emotions they experience, why they occur and how to 

handle them.” Gottman, 1996.  

Please click on the link below to answer a few short questions to allow us to plan provision: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdRgUcfmr10c8OsdarWfWs8L4verTgpz1lHkTSgKSEIwDvgBA/viewform?us

p=sf_link  
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