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May is here!
What a great start to Summer term! In the past three weeks, our school has been buzzing
with excitement! We welcomed Sarah Dyke, MP, for a sustainability visit, and enjoyed
cricket sessions from the Somerset Cricket Foundation. The Summer term kicked off
brilliantly with new topics: Amazing Africa (KS1) and Glastonbury and the Levels (KS2). We
have a lot to look forward to this term!

Miss Dibble — In Owls Class the reception children have been enjoying their new theme of
Ready, Steady, Grow where we have been busy planting lots of different plants in our two
greenhouses. They have learned about the life cycle of a plant as well as the parts of a
plant. We are observing the changes as our sunflower plants grow and recording their
growth each week.

The Year 1's have been learning about making prints in their Art sessions and have
practised using a variety of techniques to create prints. They have designed their own print
patterns which we will turn into relief prints using polystyrene in the coming weeks.

Mrs Bird — It's been another busy few weeks in Year 1. The children came back to school
after the Easter break full of energy and ready to embrace the final full term of the school
year.

In English, we have spent time enjoying and exploring the story of Handa’s Surprise, in line
with theme of African tales. This is a fantastic story that, although fairly well known, has
been thoroughly enjoyed by all. No matter how many times we have read the text in the last
few weeks, | always look out to nineteen smiley faces as they enjoy watching the fruit being
taken by the cheeky animals. This week, we have been writing our own versions of the
story. In each story, the children take fruit to their own friend but are met by several cheeky
animals on their way. The children’s imagination and ideas have developed throughout the
week and we are now ready to publish their work. Stories include a cheeky horse who steals
all the juicy apples and a hungry hamster who is very fond of strawberries. My favourite
though has to be the terrifying tortoise who steals the tangerines. It has been fabulous to
see the children’s independence and confidence continue to develop when writing and | love
reading their ideas.

In maths, we have been focusing on place value and have:

- Partitioned numbers into tens and one

- Estimated numbers on number lines

- Counted in 2 and 5s.

The children are really looking forward to the visit to Westlands for the musical performance
next week. | am sure it will be a wonderful experience.

Mrs Perry — The children have had a great couple of weeks back after the Easter holidays.
Our humanities topic this term is Geography and we have been learning about the 7
continents of the world and focusing on Africa and the country Kenya. In English we read
the story, ‘Lila and the secret of rain.” We retold it and have created our own versions. We
have focused on conjunctions and similes to make our writing really exciting to read. In
computing, we have started to look at animations using the app Scratch jnr. The children
explored the app last week and | was very pleased to learn lots from them. | think our
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favourite lesson so far this term is our art lesson where we are creating our own relief prints.
We printed using our hands and feet and then used leaves to make leaf rubbings with wax
crayons. We practised drawing African animals ready to draw onto foam board next week —
this children enjoyed this very much.

Mr Stitch — In maths we are continuing to look at fractions! So far, we have explored
numerators, denominators and have begun to order and compare different fractions. In
English this half term, we have been exploring myths with a particular focus on a local one -
The Gert Werm of Shervage Wood! We have studied various other myths and in doing so
have a clear picture about what makes a good myth. Children will be writing their own next
week! To compliment our myths topic, we have been investigating Glastonbury and The
Levels this term in a local area study. So far, we have researched Glastonbury Tor and
Glastonbury Abbey, explored the reasons behind Somersets' consistent flooding. Following
this, we will be visiting Glastonbury to climb the Tor and Wearyall Hill.

— Falcons Class have had a great few weeks. We have been writing setting
and character descriptions in English lessons based on local Myths and Legends. In Maths
we have been working on time problems, which are always tricky. The children have been
enjoying the chance to strum ukuleles in music- twangtastic. We are also learning a great
deal about local myths and legends in preparation for our trip to Glastonbury.

— Osprey class have been very busy since returning from the Easter break. We
have been reading and immersing ourselves in the myths and legends of Somerset and
finding out about our local area - King Alfred and the burnt cakes, King Arthur and Excalibur,
as well as Tree Witches! Year five have produced some fabulous descriptive writing based
on dragons! In history, we have learned about flooding and why this happens more so in
and around the Levels; we also demonstrated ways in which we can help minimise flooding,
on a small and larger scale, and how new preventative measures are being put into place to
help lessen the impact of devastating water build up. In music, we have been learning the
ukelele and playing a simple tune called 'My dog's got fleas!" The playing was impressive
and we will move on to learning new chords and other songs. For art, we have started to
think about our new project: a mixed media piece of Glastonbury Tor. We sketched some of
the landscape of the school grounds and looked at some examples of pieces by a range of
artists. The last of our 'Economic well-being' lessons in PSHE was all about jobs and career
pathways. We researched some very interesting roles including, ethical hackers, kit
managers and poison dart frog keepers! These are all linked to subjects that we learn about
at school already - many of us already have ideas about what we'd like to do when we are
older. We had a great cricket workshop and demonstrated our bowling, batting and
collaborative skills - see the photos for all the action!

Keep up the great effort Osprey class - a great Summer term so far!
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If you have any concerns, issues, or even positives, you would like to discuss with us, please
make contact with us.

Your first port of call is the class teacher...
You can contact your child’s class teacher by...
e Making an appointment through the school office
e Emalil or call the school office
If you would like to discuss anything SEND based, you can contact Mrs Bird (Deputy
Headteacher and SENDCo) through.
If there is anything beyond the class teacher, or anything confidential you would like to
discuss, please contact Miss Crook (Headteacher, Designated Safeguarding Lead).
Telephone: 01458 223452
Email:
For confidential matters, please contact Miss Crook on: head@km-ps.co.uk
Please know that we’re happy to help, listen and work together!

b

0?’% Wonderlab+

¢ *0“ Are you looking for something fun to do
online with your child?

w The Science Museum group have a wide

array of activities, games and quizzes on
their website:

https://wonderlabplus.sciencemuseumgrou
p.org.uk/home
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What is Roblox?

Roblox is a platform consisting of a
collection of games. Players can
either create games or play games
that other users have created. It is
free to download (however
subscription options and in
game/app purchases are available)
and can be played across numerous
devices.

A lot of the content is user
generated, which may mean not
all games will be suitable for your
child to view/play. If your child is
playing Roblox, it is important to
monitor what your child is accessing
and set up appropriate parental
controls.

PEGI rate Roblox with a Parental
Guidance label, this is because it is
difficult to rate due to the huge level
of user generated content.

New Parental Features Roblox have
released three new parental controls
for your child’s Roblox account.
These are:

1. Friend blocking - you can now
block anyone on your child’s friends
list that you do not want them direct
messaging.

2. Experience blocking — you can
now block any specific experiences
(games) that you do not want your
child to access.

3. Top game insights - you can now
see the 20 experiences (games)
your child has spent the most time

on in the last week. You can find out

more here:
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Safeguarding
Designated Safeguarding Lead: Jo Crook

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Kelly
Bird and Bob Jesshop

Should you have any Safeguarding concerns,
please email either head@km-ps.co.uk or
sendco@km-ps.co.uk. These email
addresses will continue to be monitored
through school holidays; we will aim to
respond within 48 hours.

If you have concerns outside of school, you
can contact Somerset Direct on 0300
1232224,

If there is a risk of danger or immediate harm,
please contact 999 immediately.

Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility.

Keeping up with technology

It can be difficult to keep up with what our
children are doing online as it can change so
quickly. UK Safer Internet Centre have
published an article with suggestions on
what we can do:

https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-
day/safer-internet-day-2024/parents-and-
carers/things-change-so-fast-online-its-hard-
to-keep-up-with-what-my-child-is-doing
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Pre-school/Reception

Year 1/2

‘It's OK to say no’, by
Molly Potter and Sarah
Jennings
This book is all about
asking for, giving and not
giving permission, which is
usually called consent.
Using child-friendly explanations and
colourful illustrations by Sarah Jennings, this
book helps you to teach children that it's OK
to say 'no’ when they feel uncomfortable, and
that they should respect when others say 'no'
to them too.
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MOLLY POTTER SARAH JENNINGS

‘Wild by Katya Balen
and Gill Smith

A little girl loves playing in

the woods and rejoicing in

the wildness all around

her. She sees secrets in

the stars and stories in the

earth. But one day she

moves to the city. Surrounded by tall, grey
buildings, she feels disconnected and alone.
She has lost her wild. Or has she? Maybe she
will find wildness where she least expects it...

Year 3/4

Year 5/6

‘Moonlighters by Lee

i When ten-year-old Theo runs
§ off from a school trip to
London's Natural History
Museum and decides to pay
: * his gran a surprise visit, he
discovers the surprise is on him - his gran is
on holiday and Theo finds himself alone in
the big city with nowhere to turn.

‘The boy with big decisions
by Helen Rutter

w“v Fred Timple admits that he is
1§°% ¢ terrible at making decisions,
“« but we soon see that this is
because he has never been
- allowed to choose or make his
own m|nd up about anything in his life. He
does not enjoy calling his parents Madeleine
and John but, as in everything, he follows
their wishes. He is nothing like his
domineering father, he hates sport and loves
art, but has to keep that hidden. We follow
Fred through the series of decisions he has to
make- good and bad. All gradually working
towards a realisation that he has to be honest
with himself and his parents. He has to speak
up, explain, apologise and there can be a
hopeful future.
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Parents joined Falcon’s class last Friday and took part in the
Friday Free-write! They all wrote freely, basing their writing on

this picture. See some super examples of writing below.

The walk | went on...
By Nala
| was quietly walking on the beach
when my rainbow lip balm fell out
of my pocket. Strangely, it started
sinking. | dived in after it. | was just
floating in a void of darkness.

| found it. But, | didn’t know which
way was up.

The Island of You
By Tibby

A little girl walked along the beach. She
put her hood on. She carried on walking
along the sandy beach. She walked and
walked until she stopped on something.
She stepped backwards. “What'’s this?”
she said. She then picked it up and
realised that it was a pencil. The pencil
was very small but sharp. She read
some words written on it — ‘The Island
of You’. She carried on walking and
walking. Rain started to drip from the
clouds. She ran over to a little shelter.
Inside was a long tree which had fallen
to the floor. It just lay there. The little girl
didn’t know what this was. She touched
the tree. It had smooth, mossy bark
surrounding it. Suddenly, the tree lifted
her up and the tree itself. Once it had
lifted up the girls realised that there was
a big sing that said “You Town’. She
stepped in. She saw someth
never seen before... :

The walk that never ends
By Max

Skinny bones, bald eyes, blood-like
coat. Pales hands, ginger hair — her
name is Chloe. Chloe had no friends
at school. She was an independent
being, always focussing on herself
and never thinking of the people
around her. She lived at Paddington
Street in a little cottage nearby a local
river. She would get her neon orange
wellies and jog through the shallow
parts of the river. She would
adventure the cliffs, dangling her legs
off the side. She would run down the
terracing of the mountain and never
get hurt. People would call her
fearless behind her back.

The fabric of reality
By Koa

In a cross-dimensional world there was a
person guarding the zombie world from
hitting the real world. If this guardian was
gone, the zombie dimension would collide
with the real world, causing a zombie
apocalypse! Meanwhile, in the real world,
they had just invented the cross-

dimensional time machine made from paper

clips and an electric system, creating a
purple swirl through the fabric of reality.
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Proud Wall
Our well-being group are taking over a
display board in our central area to
showcase the very best of our selves
and promote learning, achievement
and self-esteem. It links to our core
values: self-belief, determination,
enthusiasm.

The board will show our proud
achievements — this could be a piece of
work, a certificate or a picture.

All children in school can contribute to
the board if they would like to.

They are allowed one piece each at a
time on the board which can be
replaced at any time.

We would love to see work they are
proud of in school, but welcome other
achievements from their lives outside of
school too — we can take copies of this
or you could email in a picture.

Help us by asking them at home — what
achievements are they proud of?
Would they like to share this with the
rest of the school?

We are really looking forward to seeing
what they select and share with us.

WE ARE
S0 PROUD
OF YOU
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Contribute to our Healthy Eating
Recipe Book!

To promote healthy eating as a part
of well-being, we want to create our
own healthy eating recipe book, using
ideas from all of our families across
school.

We are looking for recipes/ideas of all
kinds:

Breakfasts

Snacks

Lunches

Dinners

Puddings

Not only can we offer some great
healthy recipes, but cooking itself is
also a great well-being activity.

If you would like to contribute, you
can write it out and give to Miss
Crook or email the school office.

We would very much like healthy
recipes.

Please send in your recipes/ideas in
by Friday 23’ May. Please make
sure your name is on it too.

We will turn this into a recipe book
and share with the whole school.
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Somerset

NHS Foundation Trust MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT TEAM

TUNING .
INTO TEENS

k- 2
A FREE SIX-SESSION - WHEN?

PROGRAMME FOR PARENTS TUESDAY 20" MAY
PRE-TEENS & TEENS WEDNESDAY 28" MAY (HALF TERM)

TUESDAY 3° JUNE

MONDAY 9™ JUNE

TUESDAY 17" JUNE

TUESDAY 24™" JUNE

Would you like to be better at: TIMES EVENING TEC

To\lking with your teen

Uno{ersto\no{ing your teen

Helping your teen learn to manage their
emotions

Preventing behaviour problems in your
teen

Teaching your teen to deal with
conflict

TUNING INTO KIDS SHOWS YOU HOW TO HELP YOUR Tuning into Teens - online
CHILD DEVELOP EMOTIONAL INTELLIGENCE

TO REGISTER PLEASE SCAN THE QR CODE
AND COMPLETE THE ONLINE FORM. You
WILL THEN BE CONTACTED WITH
CONFIRMATION OF YOUR PLACE AND

FURTHER DETAILS OF HOW TO JOIN
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A visit from Sarah Dyke, MP
Our local MP Sarah Dyke visited to look at all of the
wonderful work we do in school for sustainability and
climate change. She was marvelled by our garden,
colourful, blossoming school grounds and loved our
compost heap.
A big thank you to Gary from Carymoor who visited in
the morning and an even bigger THANK YOU to Mrs
Hooper and all the other secret gardeners who have
helped create such a fantastic space for our children to
learn in and enjoy.
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