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Highlights of the term so far...

I's been a busy and exciting time across the school, with lots of fantastic learning and
activities happening in every class. Owls and Kestrels loved exploring our village on their
geography walk, spotting human and physical features (and even catching a glimpse of a
train!). The Infants wowed us all with their wonderful Nativity performance — what a treat!
Falcons have been showing off their sewing skills with Christmas stockings and getting
ready for the carol concert, while Eagles have been writing brilliant persuasive letters and
diving into multiplication and division. Ospreys have been exploring biomes, creating
persuasive leaflets, and designing their own festive stockings in DT.

Thank you for your continued support — we can’t wait to share more of the amazing things
happening in school soon!

Owls & Kestrels — Last week Owls and Kestrels enjoyed a walk to explore the area around
our school. We talked about the features that we could see as we walked within the village.
The Year 1 and 2 children were asked to spot human and physical geographical features
around the village. The reception children joined in with the spotting and talked about what
they could see. As we got to the church, we looked out towards the train line and talked
about what they could see and luckily enough a train came along just as we arrived. The
children were very excited! As we walked back from the church we talked about the things
that we couldn’t find in our village like a supermarket, a fire station, a beach, mountain or a
cliff.

The children enjoyed their walk around the village and it was lovely to do our Geography
fieldwork with a break in the rain!

We are so proud of all the Infants as they did such a fantastic job of their Nativity - A King is
Born. The children who had lines worked hard to remember them and delivered them with
such gusto and enthusiasm. The children without lines performed their parts beautifully, the
sheep baa’ed with joy, the angels were majestic, the star was glowing, the donkey was
humble, and the camels did a fantastic job of getting the Wise Men to the stable. The energy
throughout the rehearsals and performances was amazing, and we have really enjoyed the
process of putting such a wonderful spectacle for everyone to see.

Thank you so much to those who were able to make a donation, this will go towards the
upkeep of our costumes and making our Nativity next year even more special!

Falcons - Falcons Class have had a wonderful few weeks since the last Newsletter. We
have been using our newfound sewing skills to tremendous effect, whilst making our
Christmas stockings. We have been working very hard to perfect our songs for the Carol
concert: prepare to be impressed! In Maths lessons, the children are impressing us with
their written methods for multiplication. In Spanish, we have been working on both our
phonics and learning the days of the week and the months of the year. Fun Fact: Did you
know in written Spanish, the months and days of the week aren’t written with a capital letter?
Have a great Christmas, from Team Falcons.

Eagles — We have made a fantastic start to our new maths unit on multiplication and
division, showing great focus and enthusiasm whilst in English, we have finished writing our
persuasive letters, and they are sounding brilliant!
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Meanwhile, in Geography, we are continuing to explore and learn all about where we are in
the world. Thank you for your ongoing support, and we wish all our families a joyful and
restful Christmas break.

— What a term we are having with so much learning and so many activities going
on! We have been learning fractions in maths - Miss G seems to eat a lot of chocolate and
pizza for this! In English, we have nearly completed our persuasive leaflets for visiting at
Camp Green Lake - the fictional location where the text, Holes, is set.

In geography the focus has been on our place in the world and the understanding of biomes,
land use, food miles, latitude and longitude and we have produced some super work.

In DT, Miss Crook (and a number of brilliant supporters!) have been busy helping us make
our seasonal stockings, which we researched and designed ourselves. We have been using
our existing sewing skills as well as learning about applique and joining materials together.
We are looking forward to the Christmas concert and sharing songs and poems with you all
at Lydford church.

Contact

If you have any concerns, issues, or even positives, you would like to discuss with us, please
make contact with us.
Your first port of call is the class teacher...
You can contact your child’s class teacher by...

e Making an appointment through the school office

e Email or call the school office
If you would like to discuss anything SEND based, you can contact Mrs Bird (Deputy
Headteacher and SENDCo) on sendco@km-ps.co.uk.

If there is anything beyond the class teacher, or anything confidential you would like to
discuss, please contact Miss Crook (Headteacher, Designated Safeguarding Lead).
Telephone: 01458 223452

Email:

For confidential matters, please contact Miss Crook on: head@km-ps.co.uk

Please know that we’re happy to help, listen and work together!
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Age Ratings

Age ratings exist to help protect your child by showing whether content
is suitable for your child's age. Whether your child is viewing films,
accessing apps, playing games online or using social media— make sure you
check the age rating first to see if your child is old enough.

Popular apps and their age ratings
Here are the age ratings of some of the more popular apps that young
people are currently accessing.

SO "HE

ChatGPT  Inslagram Twitch SnapChat Tik Tok Fortnite

& S

Minecraft
Legends WhatsApp Roblox

For users under T8, a parent or fegal guandizn’s permission may be required to use the service

YouTube  Messenger Discord

In addition to checking the age rating, the likes of PEGI (Pan European
Game Information) provide further content descriptors, which will give you
an indication of the type of content that your child might encounter e.g.
violence or bad language within a game.

What else should | review?

It is important to note that whilst age ratings de allow you to see if
something may be appropriate for your child, it is also vital to review the
content yourself. This will allow you to make an informed decision as to
whether it is suitable for your child to access and if it is necessary to apply
further parental controls. For example, does it include the ability to
communicate with others and are in game/app purchases available?

What else can | do?
Explain the importance of age ratings to your child and how they
protect them.
Go online together to see what your child is accessing.
Set up parental controls on your broadband, devices and on any
individual apps that your child is using. This will reduce the
chances of them accessing or viewing anything unsuitable.
Chat to your child regularly about what they are doing online and
remind your child that if anything is worrying them then they
should talk to you or another trusted adult.
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Safeguarding

Should you have any
Safeguarding concerns, please
email

head@km-ps.co.uk.

The email address will continue
to be monitored through school
holidays; we will aim to respond
within 48 hours.

If you have concerns outside of
school, you can contact
Somerset Direct on 0300
1232224.

If there is a risk of danger or
immediate harm, please contact
999 immediately.

Safeguarding is everyone’s
responsibility.
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Parent Forum Feedbaclk

Thank you to all who were able to attend out most recent Parent Forum. Our focus
was school improvement and development planning: how do we do this and what
are the priorities for the year ahead.

Key Points from Parent Forum
1. Glossary of Terms for Parents

o Parents find new terminology in phonics, maths, and English
challenging.

o Suggestion: Create a parent-friendly glossary for key curriculum areas
to help families support learning at home.

2. Homework Discussion
o Mixed views: Some families struggle with homework, others want
more.
Suggestion: Introduce optional focused homework (e.g., maths,
spellings) for families who want extra practice.
o Positive impact noted on reading when supported at home.

3. Impact of Covid and Devices
o Concern about communication and language development.
o Curriculum already covers online safety and device dangers.
o Suggestion: Extend messaging to parents (e.g., workshops,
newsletters, or parent guides).

Actions:
Trial optional homework with a volunteer family and review at the next forum.
Regular updates on newsletters/weekly planners informing parents of impact
of devices.
Spring Term Parent Forum to focus on homework
Develop further resources on school website to support parents — Little
Wandle phonics for parents, Maths and SPAG key terms/glossary.
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Semerset Parent Carer Forum (1.C

Somerset Parent Forum — Launch of new book: Su
Neurodiverse Child

Supporting your Neurodiverse Child is an essential guide to navigating autism, ADHD and other
conditions with confidence and compassion. Filled with expert advice and Somerset processes, it helps
parents/carers to celebrate their child’s unique strengths and become their greatest advocate and
empower them to help their child flourish. You can read more and access the book

Somerset SENDIAS
Somerset SENDIAS (Special Educational
Needs and Disability Information, Advice and
Support) can give children, young people and
their parent carers information, advice and

support about SEND. This can include
information on Education, Health and Care
(EHC) Needs Assessments and Plan.
https://somersetsendias.org.uk/

Workshops for Information

Being a parent carer of a child or young person with additional needs can bring extra situations which are
challenging to know how to handle. To help support parent carers navigate these we have created a range

of workshops based on the subjects you have told us would be helpful.

Alongside this we will also have a range of information workshops both face to face and online.

The diary of events can be found

You can also keep up to date with workshop availability by following the Somerset Parent Carer Forum on
Facebook.



https://somersetparentcarerforum.org.uk/home/information-and-resources/supporting-your-neurodiverse-child/
https://somersetparentcarerforum.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Wise-2025-to-2026.pdf
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The Graduated Response to SEND

At Keinton Mandeville Primary School, our children are at the centre of everything we do.
We aim to identify the needs of all pupils as early as possible. This is part of our graduated
approach, in which we Assess, Plan, Do, Review.

Somerset s Graduated

Tool
. ot The Graduated Response

wels Ooul the avadatse
WINRO N Somerset
schools 3t both Undversal
and SIN Support =iy

Click below to find out for about the Graduated Response Tool in Somerset.

ACCESS

Top Tips!

Have you been wondering if your local
supermarket offers quiet hours? What about
local sensory friendly trips or even access
cards that can support a young person when
visiting new places.

Click here to find out more about what is
available in Somerset.

/SEND Parent & Carer Group — WE NEED YOU! \
Our Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) parent/carer forum is an opportunity for

parents with children who have SEND to meet together with the Special Educational Needs Co-
ordinator (SENDCo) and chat informally about relevant topics. Our next meeting is planned for
Wednesday 7" January at 2.15pm. Sadly, our last meeting (October) did not take place due to no
attendance.

New members are always welcome. If you are interested in joining the group, or would like to know.
more, please email me on sendco@km-ps.co.uk.

)



https://www.somerset.gov.uk/children-families-and-education/the-local-offer/education-and-learning-support/graduated-response/
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/children-families-and-education/the-local-offer/education-and-learning-support/graduated-response/
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/children-families-and-education/the-local-offer/leisure/send-sessions/
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/children-families-and-education/the-local-offer/leisure/send-sessions/
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/children-families-and-education/the-local-offer/leisure/send-sessions/
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