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Welcome Back! 
We’re delighted to welcome everyone back for the start of a new term. It’s been wonderful to 
see the children settling in so well—especially our Reception pupils, who have quickly 
embraced school life with enthusiasm and smiles. Across the school, learning is already in 
full swing: Owls and Kestrels have been exploring the theme People Who Help Us, with a 
special focus on amazing nurses like Florence Nightingale. Eagles, Falcons, and Osprey 
classes have journeyed back in time to Ancient Greece, diving into myths, history, and 
culture. Meanwhile, our Year 6s returned from their residential in Okehampton full of stories, 
laughter, and unforgettable memories. It’s shaping up to be a fantastic term! 
 
 
Owls – In Owls Class we have had a lovely few weeks to start our year with the children all 
settling in so well and having lots of fun!  
For the EYFS children we started with our Marvellous Me theme where we have been 
exploring what makes us special, painting our self portraits and thinking about who is part of 
our families. The children have had lots of opportunities to explore the classroom and 
outside area and it has been lovely to watch as they have developed friendships and played 
together. We have also begun our Phonics learning with the children working hard to learn 
lots of new phonemes and begin to put the phonemes together to make words.  
The Year 1`s have been working super hard with their English so far this half term, we have 
learned all about how to write a sentence to include capital letters, finger spaces and full 
stops as well as what a noun is. We have been sorting nouns into whether they are a 
common noun or a proper noun and then identifying nouns within a picture of our story Little 
Red Riding Hood.  
They have also been doing some fantastic learning in History with our theme of Amazing 
Nurses, we have learned lots about Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole and have really 
impressed me with their ability to recall information about these significant individuals. 
 
Kestrels - Kestrel Class have had a fantastic start to the year! Our Year 1 children have 
settled in beautifully and are already getting stuck into all aspects of school life. We've been 
learning about two inspiring figures—Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole—as part of our 
topic on People Who Help Us. In English, the children have really enjoyed exploring Stanley 
Stick and Little Red Riding Hood, using these stories to develop their core writing skills with 
creativity and confidence.  
 
Eagles – What a great start to the term! So far, we have begun looking at the Ancient 
Greeks and are using our research to write a non-chronological report. 
Our maths focus has been place value. Children have been comparing and ordering 
numbers as well as representing them as in different forms using resources and illustrations. 
Following this, we will soon be progressing to addition and subtraction. 
It has been a very busy start to the term. Thank you all for being so supportive and 
welcoming, I’m very excited to build on such a great start together! 
 
Falcons – This term, our English lessons have taken us on an epic journey as we read The 
Odyssey retold by Gillian Cross. We've been captivated by Odysseus' adventures and used 
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them as inspiration to explore powerful speech, descriptive noun phrases, and even write 
our own thrilling quests in the style of the author. The children have shown fantastic 
creativity and imagination! 
 
In Maths, we've been working hard on place value. Year 4 pupils have been exploring 
numbers up to 10,000, while Year 5 have stretched their understanding all the way to 
1,000,000! We’ve also been rising to the challenge of our daily times tables practice—
everyone is becoming quicker and more fluent, and the progress is brilliant to see. 
Our themed work continues to delve into the fascinating world of Ancient Greece. From 
myths and legends to daily life and democracy, the children are developing a rich 
understanding of this influential civilisation. 
In Art, we’ve been studying Greek pottery—looking closely at the shapes, patterns, and 
stories told through ancient designs. This is all in preparation for designing and creating our 
very own Greek-inspired pots. We can’t wait to see the final results! 
 
Osprey – Osprey class have been working hard across all their subjects. Our history work 
on Ancient Greece is proving popular and our knowledge is developing well! We have 
explored the achievements of Alexander the Great and created scrolls and plaques to 
showcase these. Year five produced some fantastic temple structures with different types of 
columns that represented architecture of that time. We are currently writing soliloquys in 
English, based on Percy Jackson and the Lightning thief (our text unit.) In PSHE, we have 
focused on respect - for others and ourselves. We moved around our classroom and wrote 
positive attributes about  one another, which was a lovely activity - the papers were filled up 
very quickly! This goes to show what a supportive and compassionate class we have - well 
done team Osprey! 
 
 

 

Contact  
If you have any concerns, issues, or even positives, you would like to discuss with us, please 
make contact with us.  
Your first port of call is the class teacher… 
You can contact your child’s class teacher by… 

• Making an appointment through the school office 

• Email or call the school office 
If you would like to discuss anything SEND based, you can contact Mrs Bird (Deputy 
Headteacher and SENDCo) through. 
If there is anything beyond the class teacher, or anything confidential you would like to 
discuss, please contact Miss Crook (Headteacher, Designated Safeguarding Lead).  
Telephone: 01458 223452 
Email: 
For confidential matters, please contact Miss Crook on: head@km-ps.co.uk 
Please know that we’re happy to help, listen and work together! 

 

mailto:head@km-ps.co.uk
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Safeguarding 
 

Designated Safeguarding 
Lead: Jo Crook 
 
Deputy Designated 
Safeguarding Leads:  
Kelly Bird and Bob Jesshop 
 
Should you have any 
Safeguarding concerns, 
please email either 
head@km-ps.co.uk or 
sendco@km-ps.co.uk.  
These email addresses will 
continue to be monitored 
through school holidays; we 
will aim to respond within 48 
hours. 
 
If you have concerns outside 
of school, you can contact 
Somerset Direct on 0300 
1232224.  
If there is a risk of danger or 
immediate harm, please 
contact 999 immediately.  
 
Safeguarding is everyone’s 

responsibility. 
 

YouTube 
YouTube is one of the most popular platforms, available 
across many different devices- phones, tablets and Smart 
TVS etc.  
What should I be concerned about? 
- The information/advice given may not always be 
accurate. 
- Privacy concerns of how data is collected and used. 
- Children may use these apps rather than seeking help 
from an adult.  
 
YouTube is intended for users over the age of 13, 
however, younger children can still access YouTube with 
consent from a parent/ guardian. There are different 
options available to access YouTube, depending on your 
child’s age:  

1. YouTube Kids–a separate app that includes a 
smaller selection of videos based on the age 
category you select: Preschool (ages 4 and under), 
Younger (ages 5–8) or Older (ages 9–12).  

What can I do? 
- Chat to your child regularly about what apps and 
websites they are using and why. 
- Remind them AI is a tool and not a substitute for 
qualified professionals who provide tailored 
advice/support. 
- Talk to them about how they should fact check 
information. 
- Check age ratings.  
 
Whilst YouTube can be educational and fun, it is 
important to be aware of the potential risks, such as:  
- Inappropriate content  
- Excessive Screentime– particularly due to the 

autoplay feature.  
- Unwanted contact / cyberbullying– particularly via 

comments if your child is sharing videos.  
- Algorithms– algorithms influence what we see to keep 

us engaged. This can lead to a user being exposed to 
large amounts of content about one topic/theme, 
which may not be helpful if it is negative. # 

- Adverts that may not be aimed at or suitable for your 
child’s age.  

What can I do? Set up appropriate parental controls. 
Show your child the reporting and blocking tools 
available. Watch YouTube together and supervise use.  

mailto:head@km-ps.co.uk
mailto:sendco@km-ps.co.uk
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Cracking 
Kestrels! 
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Okehampton 2025 


