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Celebrating a Vibrant and Creative Spring Term 
What a vibrant and inspiring Spring term it has been across the school. Owls and Kestrels 
have immersed themselves in the sights, sounds and stories of Incredible India, enjoying 
rich learning experiences that have broadened their understanding of this diverse and 
colourful country. Meanwhile, in Key Stage 2, pupils have been venturing deep into the 
rainforest, exploring its unique ecosystems and the importance of protecting our planet’s 
biodiversity. 
Creativity has been alive in every classroom, with children across the school producing 
beautiful pattern-based printing inspired by their curriculum themes. It has been wonderful to 
see such imagination, curiosity and enthusiasm shining through in all year groups. Well 
done to all the children for their hard work this term – they should be incredibly proud of 
what they have achieved. 
 
Owls - Owls have had a very busy last few weeks of our Spring Term but I think the 
highlight has to be our India Day! 
We were welcomed into the hall with some amazing Indian drumming. Avtar then played 
musical statues to the Indian drumming which the children really enjoyed. The children were 
then allowed to explore wearing different Indian clothing which they enjoyed putting on 
different hats, scarves, saris and kurtas. After that we learned about the festival of Holi and 
Avtar told us the story of Krishna and Radha who had painted each other’s faces to show 
their affection and love. We then had the opportunity to paint our faces if we wanted to 
represent this part of Holi. 
After break we then went back into the hall to learn how to make coconut ladoos. The 
children had great fun mixing the condensed milk and coconut together and then making 
their own sweet to try. It was very sticky but they all had a go and really enjoyed it. 
We then learned about how Rangoli patterns are created and Avtar demonstrated our 
activity for the afternoon which was to work in a group to create a rangoli design using 
powdered paint. Again, the children were so engaged and enjoyed exploring the different 
colours and working really well in their groups to create their designs. Finally, the children 
were shown how to do some Bhangra dancing which was lots of fun, they watched as Avtar 
demonstrated the different dance moves and then joined in when he put the music on. The 
day was packed full of lots of different activities, and we were really impressed with the 
children’s levels of focus, engagement and enthusiasm. We hope they had lots of fun and it 
gave them a small taste of the culture of India.  
We also enjoyed a visit from the Police, with thanks to Mr Wintle and PCSO Mr Goodwin-
Percy, who kindly talked to us about the job that they do and how they keep our 
communities safe. The children liked trying on the different police hats and wearing their 
mini police high-vis vests as well as exploring the inside of the police car and seeing the 
shields they might use. We also really liked watching the blue lights and listening to the 
sirens as they left. The children were also gifted some lovely hi-vis packs which they could 
add to bikes or scooters to keep them safe.  



 Keinton Mandeville 
Primary School 

 
 

NEWSLETTER 
Spring Term 
Date: 02.04.2026 We finished our Easter term in the only way we could, with an Easter Egg hunt with Falcons. 

The children raced around the field and playground to find numbered eggs with clues inside 
which they had to guess what animal was being described. It is always incredible to watch 
the older children work so kindly and enthusiastically with our youngest children, they all had 
a brilliant time and were rewarded with a chocolate egg.  
 
Kestrels – What an exciting and colourful term it has been in Kestrel class. The children 
have thrown themselves into every learning opportunity and we’re so proud of the curiosity, 
creativity and enthusiasm they’ve shown. This term we’ve been exploring the wonderful 
country of India. The children can now confidently locate India on a map and talk about what 
life is like there. We compared a village in India with our own community in Keinton, noticing 
similarities and differences in homes, transport and daily life. Our art project has been a real 
highlight. The children created beautiful, printed fabric pieces by painting their own 
backgrounds and then using natural materials to print on top. The results look fantastic and 
really show off their creativity. In music, we’ve been learning to play the notes A, B, and G 
on the glockenspiel. The children worked hard to master these notes and were so proud to 
perform their song to the rest of the school during assembly. Our English lessons have been 
full of imagination and flavour. We wrote our own recipes for a traditional Indian drink called 
a Lassi, and the children also rewrote an Indian story in their own words, showing great 
understanding and storytelling skills. The standout moment of the term has to be our India 
Day celebration. We welcomed a special visitor who brought the day to life with music, 
dancing, and stories. The children loved dancing to the drums, learning about the festival of 
Holi, and even trying their hand at face painting. We made delicious Coconut Ladoos, 
created colourful Rangoli patterns using powdered paint, and finished the day with energetic 
Bhangra dancing. It was a joyful, memorable experience for everyone. Thank you for all of 
your support and we hope you have a lovely Easter break!  
 
Eagles – Eagles Class have had a brilliant few weeks! In Maths, we’ve wrapped up our 
work on fractions and have now moved on to exploring mass and capacity—everyone has 
worked really well to get to grips with these new concepts. In English, the children have just 
finished writing fantastic recounts of our recent trip to the Bristol Zoo Project, taking great 
care as they drafted, edited, and published their pieces. We’ve also continued our 
Rainforests topic, with the class researching different tribes and learning about their daily 
lives. 
As always, thank you all for your support this term—wishing you all wonderful Easter 
holiday! 
 
Falcons - Falcons Class have had a very busy and productive few weeks, packed full of 
exciting learning opportunities across the curriculum. One of the highlights was our trip to 
The Bristol Zoo Project, which was a great success. The children were wonderfully behaved 
and engaged throughout the visit, and they gained lots of valuable learning experiences by 
exploring different habitats and learning more about animals and conservation. 
In art, we have been developing our printmaking skills by creating printing tiles from 
polystyrene. Using the rainforest as our inspiration, the children carefully designed and 
created repeated patterns. They experimented with shape, texture, and colour, and the final 
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Contact  
If you have any concerns, issues, or even positives, you would like to discuss with us, please 
make contact with us.  
Your first port of call is the class teacher… 
You can contact your child’s class teacher by… 

• Making an appointment through the school office 

• Email or call the school office 
If you would like to discuss anything SEND based, you can contact Mrs Bird (Deputy 
Headteacher and SENDCo) on sendco@km-ps.co.uk. 
 
If there is anything beyond the class teacher, or anything confidential you would like to 
discuss, please contact Miss Crook (Headteacher, Designated Safeguarding Lead).  
Telephone: 01458 223452 
Email: 
For confidential matters, please contact Miss Crook on: head@km-ps.co.uk 
Please know that we’re happy to help, listen and work together! 

 

results are bright, colourful, and incredibly detailed. The finished pieces really showcase the 
creativity and effort that went into the process. 
In English, we have just completed our recount writing based on our visit to The Bristol Zoo 
Project. The children worked hard to organise their ideas, use descriptive language, and 
reflect on their experiences. A strong focus was placed on editing and improving their work 
before publishing their final pieces, and the progress and pride shown in their writing has 
been fantastic. 
In maths, we continue to focus on decimals. Although this can sometimes be a challenging 
area, the children have shown great perseverance and determination. Through lots of 
practice and practical examples, they are developing a growing confidence and 
understanding of this important topic. 
We wish you all a very happy and restful Easter holiday and look forward to welcoming 
everyone back for the summer term, ready for more exciting learning ahead. 
 
Osprey – Osprey Class have had a fantastic Spring term diving deep into the wonders of 
the rainforest. In English, the children have written inspiring biographies of Jane Goodall and 
crafted balanced arguments about the importance of protecting rainforest biodiversity. In 
Maths, they have tackled area, perimeter, and even ventured into calculating volume. 
Our Geography work has taken us into the daily lives of the Indigenous peoples of the 
Amazon, with pupils creating thoughtful diary entries to show their understanding. In 
Computing, the class have designed their own products using Computer Assisted Design 
(CAD) and then developed mock websites to showcase them. In RE, we have been 
exploring key stories from the Torah as part of our learning about Judaism. Well done 
Osprey – thank you for all of your hard work! 
 
 

mailto:sendco@km-ps.co.uk
mailto:head@km-ps.co.uk
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Safeguarding 
 

Should you have any 
Safeguarding concerns, please 
email  
head@km-ps.co.uk.   
The email address will continue 
to be monitored through school 
holidays; we will aim to respond 
within 48 hours. 
 
If you have concerns outside of 
school, you can contact 
Somerset Direct on 0300 
1232224.  
 
If there is a risk of danger or 
immediate harm, please contact 
999 immediately.  
 

Safeguarding is everyone’s 
responsibility. 

 

Age ratings in games 
 
Age ratings exist to help protect your child as they 
show whether content is suitable for your child’s age. 
Make sure you check the age rating of any game 
your child is playing. 
 
Why should I check?  
Not all games will be appropriate for your child. 
Some may appear child friendly due to fun or 
cartoon style graphics but still include unsuitable 
content. Age ratings consider factors such as 
violence, frightening content, bad language and/or in 
app purchases. 
 
How can I check?  
Most games are rated by PEGI (Pan European 
Game Information), who not only state the age you 
should be to play the game but also provide further 
content descriptors to give you an indication of the 
type of content that your child might encounter. Apps 
are rated by the App store/Google Play. 
 
How can I stop my child from accessing a game 
they are not old enough to play?  
You can set up parental controls to restrict access to 
games or apps that your child is not old enough to 
play and set restrictions so any downloads/ 
purchases must be approved by you. For example:  
  Nintendo– restrict software by age so if you 
restrict to 10+, games with that rating or above 
cannot be played by your child.  
  Xbox / PlayStation– set an age limit so anything 
that exceeds that age rating must be approved.  
  Apple / Google (Family Link)– restrict your child 
from installing apps, allowing you to review before 
approving all purchases. 
 
For additional information: 
https://www.ceopeducation.co.uk/parents/articles/ga
ming/  
 

 How to set up parental controls 
on ChatGPT  
 
Internet Matters have published an 
article detailing how you can link 
your  own account to your child’s 
account (they must be logged in) to 
set parental  controls on ChatGPT. 
You can read the article here: 
https://www.internetmatters.org/par
ental-controls/entertainment-
search-engines/chatgpt-parental-
controls/ 

mailto:head@km-ps.co.uk
https://www.ceopeducation.co.uk/parents/articles/gaming/
https://www.ceopeducation.co.uk/parents/articles/gaming/
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/entertainment-search-engines/chatgpt-parental-controls/
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/entertainment-search-engines/chatgpt-parental-controls/
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/entertainment-search-engines/chatgpt-parental-controls/
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/entertainment-search-engines/chatgpt-parental-controls/
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SEND News – April 2026 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

SEND Parent & Carer Group 

 

 Our next meeting will take place on Thursday 21st May at 2pm. All are 

welcome! Contact Mrs Bird on sendco@km-ps.co.uk for more information.  
 

mailto:sendco@km-ps.co.uk
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OPAL Newsletter Easter 

2026 
 
What a long, but brilliant term we have had 
since returning from Xmas. The winter 
months (and all that rain!!) are long past us 
and we can finally enjoy some sunshine on the countdown to summer! 
Some highlights of the term has been the opening of our field in 
recent weeks and some brand-new toys/equipment which the PSA 
kindly donated money so we could buy! The children love them so 
thank you! As well as this, we have something to look forward to in the 
months to come. Our sandpit will be getting a well-deserved make 
over and tidy up along with a brand-new mud kitchen on the field. I’m sure the children 
can't wait to get back into the sand pit and back exploring OPAL with mud and messy 
play. It’s brilliant to see all the children with smiles on their faces at lunchtime and with 
the field now slowly reopening I'm sure that will continue all the way until the end of the 
school year.   
 
I picked my next bunch of OPAL team members, and they have done a brilliant job in 
coming up with ideas for the children and been so supportive to them during this term. 
We have had an extremely busy term since Christmas and were thrown straight into 
making and leading an assembly which they did brilliantly. We have loved seeing the 
children take ideas from us and made their own dens on the field and woodchip. We 
have also made a couple of swings by the trees on the playground as well as a massive 
Obstacle course on the field which is the longest we have ever made!! And finally on the 
run up to easter we created and ran a easter egg hunt where the children had to find 
clues to make a word related to easter! Overall, they have been a brilliant team and 
have been a pleasure to have helping make the playground a place for the children to 
enjoy. I look forward to my next team after the 2-week break. Have a happy and healthy 
Easter! - Mr Adams  
 
We have enjoyed being part of the OPAL team because we get to make and trail new 
things for the children to try at lunchtimes. I feel they have learnt lots of new ideas on 
how to make dens and obstacle courses which is lovely to see. Our favourite thing 
about being part of OPAL was making the massive obstacle course on the field. We are 
looking forward to seeing what the final OPAL team have lined up for the summer term. 

– OPAL team        
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What we have been up to this term:              
- Den Building  
- Dancing with music  
- Dressing up/role play  
- 4 square   
- Building swings  

- A Massive obstacle trail  
- Easter egg trail  
-And much more!  
If you are throwing anything away. Please think about any usable bits and pieces you 
may have that might be suitable for OPAL. 2nd (or 3rd) hand bits are great! Donations 
are always welcome. Thank you in advance for your generosity.  
 
These might include:  

• Den building bits- tarps, planks or wood, pegs, clips, 
thin rope etc  

• Any fancy dress clothing or items!  
• Old prams, pushchairs, suitcases – anything 

with wheels!  
• Any old garden toys e.g. Skipping ropes  

  
What is OPAL?    
OPAL is a play scheme that aims to improve and maximise the children’s outdoor play 
and learning experiences – this might sound a bit gimmicky, but what it aims to do is 
provide a better playtime experience for the children and allow for better use of the 
outdoor spaces at the school.  Now you may be wondering what the point is – the 
children get regular play times and the opportunity to go outside – is this not 
sufficient?  Well, it is, if the children just need to get some air, but if we take a moment 
to consider playtimes as just as valuable for learning and social development as the rest 
of the school curriculum – then we begin to understand the ethos behind 
OPAL.  OPAL is a award winning, mentor supported school improvement programme 
that addresses all areas that schools must plan for if 
they strategically and sustainably improve the quality of the play opportunities.   
  
Further information. If you have any concerns or questions, please feel free to chat to 
a member of the OPAL team.   
Miss Jo Crook - Headteacher     
Mr Shaun Adams - OPAL play lead    

 


