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Welcome back! 
Welcome to old families and new! We’ve had a great start back into school and are really 
pleased that our Reception children have settled in well, they are fully into the swing of 
Keinton life. After some restorations over the summer, the school is looking great and is a 
fantastic space of learning. Thank you to all who helped with the painting in classrooms over 
the summer. Also, a big thank you to those who helped restore our library – the children love 
it and has ignited their passion for reading! 
 
Miss Dibble – Our Reception children have settled in so well to the beginning of the year – 
thank you so much to all of you for your help and support in the morning, we’ve got into a 
really good routine. The children have really got to grips with their daily routine and we’ve 
already covered so much in phonics – sat pin, m and d! We’ve had lots of fine motor 
practice to get us ready for writing using cotton buds. They have also created some 
wonderful self-portraits through our topic focus ‘Marvellous Me’. It’s been truly fantastic 

getting to know them all and I can’t wait for the rest of the year      . 

 
Mrs Bird – Year one’s have had a great start to the new school year. I am absolutely 
delighted with how they are settling into their new routine and are already more organised 
than me! The children come into the classroom to join me at 9am each morning and we get 
started immediately with Phonics. They are always ready to engage and join in their learning 
with lots of energy and enthusiasm. After Phonics, we have a short mindful break and take 
part in some yoga or mindfulness before an English session. After break, we move to a 
Maths focus. On Friday mornings, we focus on Science, which the children really enjoy as 
our final session together before the weekend. 
In English, we are having fun exploring the traditional tales of Little Red Riding Hood and 
The Gingerbread Man. We are learning to retell and perform the stories using puppets and 
role play. We have several future actors in the making! Next week we will use our phonic 
knowledge to write sentences and write narratives using the story structure. 
In Maths, we are focusing on Number and Place Value. We have been counting forwards 
and backwards within 10 and 20, whilst finding 1 more and 1 less than a number. We are 
learning to recognise numbers as words and are now exploring a range of important 
vocabulary mathematical vocabulary to describe and compare numbers including fewer, 
more, the same, less than, greater than and equal to. 
In Science, our focus for this term is Everyday Materials. So far, the children have explored 
what materials are. They can identify some common materials and describe some of their 
properties and uses. We will continue our learning over the next few weeks and will carry 
out an investigation with the aim of finding the best material to make an umbrella for their 
favourite toys. 
 
Mrs Perry – What a great start we have had in Kestrel class this year. The children have 
settled in well and have demonstrated great learning behaviours. 
In geography, we have been learning about the UK, we have found the 4 countries that 
make the UK in an atlas and on a map as well as locating the capital cities. 
The year 2’s have been reading goldilocks and the three bears in English, we have 
sequenced the story and created freezeframes. We have also read goldilocks and the 3 
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crocodiles, created freezeframes and used amazing adjectives to describe what happened 
in our retelling of the story. 
In art we have been looking at watercolours and the artist Paul Keller. We discussed the 
impact different music can have on a piece of art. We then experimented with water colours 
and the different shapes and patterns we can make. 
In computing we have been focusing on e-safety and how to stay safe while on the internet. 
We then looked at different computer systems, inputs and outputs. 
It has been a super first couple of weeks as year 1’s and 2’s with some fantastic learning. 
 
Mr Stitch – What a great start to the term! So far we have begun looking at significant 
events at the start of World War 2 and evacuation. This has linked nicely with our English as 
we have been able to use our learning alongside our class book to fully immerse ourselves 
in this topic. It has been fantastic to hear the amazing contributions from each child.  
Our maths focus has been place value. Children have been comparing and ordering 
numbers as well as representing them as in different forms using resources and illustrations. 
Following this, we will soon be progressing to addition and subtraction. 
Our first science topic this year is forces and magnets. So far, we have explored simple 
forces such as push and pull, alongside investigating how objects move across different 
surfaces. 
It has been a very busy start to the term. Thank you all for being so supportive and 
welcoming, I’m very excited to build on such a great start together! 
 
Mr Jesshop – Falcons have made a flying start to the year! They have been utterly 
engrossed in our World War Two history project and have even used their history skills in 
our computing sessions where they have made interactive fact files. In English we have 
been developing our descriptive techniques by writing setting descriptions – choosing strong 
adjectives and adverbs. In Maths, we have focussed on place value such as rounding and 
comparing numbers. We are really enjoying our class book: ‘Letters from the Lighthouse’ by 
Emma Carroll. We are also developing our sketching skills in art by drawing portraits and 
looking at our identity through artists such as Njideka Akunyili-Crosby who adds family 
pictures into her self-portraits.  
 
Miss Govier – Year 6 are back from a very exciting and sunny residential and everyone had 
a brilliant time! Year 5 have been working very hard at school and have written some great 
WWII poems. As well as this, they have been working on mini history projects which are 
also focussed on a particular aspect of WWII. We have continued this week to learn about 
evacuation and why this was such a significant event during that time. Our new text, 'When 
the sky falls' has been a very gripping story so far and we are eager to find out more! For 
computing, we have been looking at codes and how to send cryptic messages using 
particular cyphers. We learned a little bit about Bletchley Park and the link to the Enigma 
code.  
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Contact  
If you have any concerns, issues, or even positives, you would like to discuss with us, please 
make contact with us.  
Your first port of call is the class teacher… 
You can contact your child’s class teacher by… 

• Making an appointment through the school office 

• Email or call the school office 
If you would like to discuss anything SEND based, you can contact Mrs Bird (Deputy 
Headteacher and SENDCo) through. 
If there is anything beyond the class teacher, or anything confidential you would like to 
discuss, please contact Miss Crook (Headteacher, Designated Safeguarding Lead).  
Telephone: 01458 223452 
Email: office@km-ps.co.uk 
For confidential matters, please contact Miss Crook on: head@km-ps.co.uk 
Please know that we’re happy to help, listen and work together! 

 
 

 
 
  

Safeguarding 
Designated Safeguarding Lead: Jo Crook 
 
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Kelly Bird and Bob Jesshop 
 
Should you have any Safeguarding concerns, please email either head@km-ps.co.uk or 
sendco@km-ps.co.uk.  These email addresses will continue to be monitored through school 
holidays; we will aim to respond within 48 hours. 
 
If you believe a child is at risk of immediate harm, you should contact Somerset Direct on 
0300 1232224 

mailto:office@km-ps.co.uk
mailto:head@km-ps.co.uk
mailto:head@km-ps.co.uk
mailto:sendco@km-ps.co.uk


 Keinton Mandeville 
Primary School 

 
 

 

NEWSLETTER 
Autumn Term 
Date: 27.09.24 

 
 
 

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 
 

 
Our Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCO) is Mrs Kelly Bird. You can 
contact Mrs Bird by calling the school office on 01458 223452 or emailing 
sendco@km-ps.co.uk. 
 
 
SEND Parent & Carer Group 
 
Our Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) parent/carer forum is an 
opportunity for parents with children who have SEND to meet together with the 
Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENDCo) and chat informally about 
relevant topics. Our first meeting for the year will take place on Thursday 24th 
October at 2.15pm in the school staff room. 
 
New members are always welcome. If you are interested in joining the group, or 
would like to know more, please email me on sendco@km-ps.co.uk. 
 

Have your say with the Local Authority Funding Consultation 
 
Somerset are reviewing how they fund provision for children with additional needs. 
Please follow the link below for more information - the survey can be accessed via 
this link: https://somersetcouncil.citizenspace.com/childrens-services/funding-
provision-additional-needs/ ? 
  

Being a parent carer of a child or young person 
with additional needs can bring extra situations 
which are challenging to know how to handle. To 
help support parent carers navigate these 
Somerset Parent Carer Forum have created a 
range of workshops based on the subjects families 

have told us would be helpful. Alongside this they also have a range of information 
workshops both face to face and online. If you are interested in finding out about 
these events, please visit and register at WISE Up Workshops 
(somersetparentcarerforum.org.uk).  

https://somersetcouncil.citizenspace.com/childrens-services/funding-provision-additional-needs/
https://somersetcouncil.citizenspace.com/childrens-services/funding-provision-additional-needs/
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 Recommended Reads… 
 

EYFS – ‘Zog’ by Julia Donaldson and Axel Scheffler 
This is the story about a dragon called Zog, who is 
determined to try his best at dragon school but doesn’t 
always manage to win the teacher’s gold star. The story 
shows how perseverance and following dreams can lead 
to positive outcomes, and that different people’s strengths 
emerge in different situations. 
 
Infants – ‘That Rabbit 

belongs to Emily Brown’ by Cressida Cowell and 
Neal Layton 
This book tells the story of a little girl whose favourite toy 
rabbit is kidnapped by order of the Queen, who likes the 
look of the toy for herself. Emily Brown is not willing to let 
her beloved rabbit go without a fight and goes on to teach 
the Queen an important lesson about the value of 
treasured toys. 

 
Lower Key Stage Two (Year 3/4) –  ‘Oscar’s Lion’ by Adam 
Baron 
Oscar wakes up to find his parents have been replaced by a lion. 
It’s not any old lion either; this one will indulge him with reading 
his favourite story over and over and letting him eat as many 
biscuits as he likes. Even stranger, it seems to be able to 
transform into different animals when it needs to. Best of all, it 
has a taste for fun. 
 
 Upper Key Stage Two (Year 5/6) –  ‘Ella 
on the outside’ by Cath Howe 
It’s not easy being the new girl at school and 

Ella tries her best to fit in, wondering who to be friends with, 
struggling with the eczema that covers her skin and doing her 
best to not let on the big family secret that she and her mum are 
trying to put behind them. When very popular classmate Lydia 
shows an interest in making friends, Ella is flattered and 
desperate to please Lydia to gain a place in her inner circle. 
There is also Ella’s mysteriously quiet classmate Molly, who says 
very little and who, just like Ella, appears to be harbouring family 
secrets of her own. As the plot unfolds, Ella is left to navigate 
through the tribulations of friendships, dealing with adults who don’t always do the 
right thing and figuring out what the best way to handle big secrets might be. 
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The Nest Pre-school… 
 


