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A Fruitful First Half Term!

As we reach the end of the Autumn 1 half term, it’s been a joy to reflect on the many
enriching experiences our children have shared so far. Our Reception children have settled
beautifully into school life, showing growing confidence and curiosity in their learning. We
celebrated Harvest Festival with warmth and generosity, and pupils had the unique
opportunity to sample freshly pressed apple juice made from apples grown right here in our
school grounds. It's been a term full of energy, creativity, and community spirit, and we’re
proud of all the children’s achievements.

Owls — We have had a very busy end to our first half term of the year, the children were
very excited about performing at the Harvest festival and enjoyed showing their amazing art
work. We were very proud of how well all the children did, but especially our reception
children who did a fantastic job of sitting, listening and singing!

Our Year 1 children have been working really hard with their writing and have re-written the
story of Little Red Riding Hood as well as a fact file all about Florence Nightingale. They
have learned all about what makes a good sentence and have been focussing on
remembering to use capital letters, full stops and finger spaces. We have also learned what
a noun is as well as a verb and that these make up a sentence.

They have thoroughly enjoyed our History theme this half term and have learned lots about
Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole and | have been impressed with how much
information they have remembered across this half term.

The reception children have been working hard to learn all of their phonemes and we are
learning how to put these phonemes together to read them as a word - which is the tricky
part! They have really enjoyed our vets role play this week and their hasn't been an animal,
teddy or sometimes person who hasn’t received medical care and been bandaged. We
have spent time talking about how we keep ourselves healthy, thinking about the things we
should do everyday like eat a balanced diet, get a good nights sleep and enjoy some fresh
air. We also talked about how we should talk about our feelings, linking this back to the story
of The Colour Monster, as this can be very important in helping keep ourselves happy and
healthy.

Kestrels - What a fantastic start to the school year! Year 1 and Year 2 have had a brilliant
first half term filled with creativity, storytelling, and discovery. Year 1 pupils impressed us by
rewriting the classic tale of Little Red Riding Hood, while Year 2 explored storytelling from a
new angle—retelling the story through the eyes of the wolf!

In Art, the children expressed themselves through vibrant self-portraits, celebrating
individuality and imagination.

Our history lessons took us on an inspiring journey through the world of nursing. We learned
how Mary Seacole and Florence Nightingale made lasting contributions to healthcare and
changed history through their courage and compassion.

We’'re so proud of all the children’s hard work and enthusiasm—here’s to more exciting
learning ahead! Have a lovely half term!
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Eagles — In Maths, the children have worked incredibly hard to complete our unit on Place
Value and have now moved on to Addition and Subtraction. Their focus and determination
have been fantastic to see!

In English, we’ve been exploring Aesop’s Fables, and the children are now writing their own
short stories inspired by these timeless tales. It's been wonderful to see their creativity and
use of character, setting, and direct speech develop.

In History, we’ve just wrapped up our unit on the Ancient Greeks. The class has shown
great curiosity and enthusiasm, especially when learning about Greek myths, democracy,
and daily life in ancient times.

Thank you so much for your continued support this half term. Wishing you all a restful and
enjoyable break!

Falcons — It's been a busy and productive half term in Falcons Class! The children have
continued to work incredibly hard across all subjects. In Maths, we’ve mastered written
methods for both addition and subtraction and have been learning effective strategies to
check our work with confidence.

In English, we are nearing the end of our non-chronological reports on the Ancient
Olympics. The children have impressed us with their growing knowledge and enthusiasm for
the topic. We've also completed our class read, The Odyssey adapted by Gillian Cross - a
captivating and adventurous story that has sparked lots of thoughtful discussion.

In Art, we've finished the term by creating coil clay pots. The children worked carefully and
creatively to produce their own replica pots, which we’ll be painting after the half term break.
If you look through the window of Falcons class, you will see their wonderful creations!
Wishing all our families a wonderful and restful half term!

— Osprey have had a very busy half-term and have continued to work hard right up
until the end! We have written some super setting descriptions, using the Labyrinth from
Theseus and the Minotaur as our inspiration and thought carefully about vocabulary choices
as well as our punctuation. In maths, we have looked at factors, multiples, square and cube
numbers and we looked at some problem solving with prime numbers. The Greek pots we
have made in art look very authentic and we used some interesting techniques and skills
whilst using the clay. The painting (story depiction) has really finished these off brilliantly!
There was some very interesting discussion in history relating the legacies of the Ancient
Greeks and which we thought were most and least important - some of us opted for sport
and the Olympics as ranking highly while others thought this should be the last choice,
instead choosing democracy or science and medicine as being the most important. Which
legacies do you think are significant?
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Contact

If you have any concerns, issues, or even positives, you would like to discuss with us, please
make contact with us.
Your first port of call is the class teacher...
You can contact your child’s class teacher by...

e Making an appointment through the school office

e Email or call the school office
If you would like to discuss anything SEND based, you can contact Mrs Bird (Deputy
Headteacher and SENDCo) through.
If there is anything beyond the class teacher, or anything confidential you would like to
discuss, please contact Miss Crook (Headteacher, Designated Safeguarding Lead).
Telephone: 01458 223452
Email:
For confidential matters, please contact Miss Crook on: head@km-ps.co.uk
Please know that we’re happy to help, listen and work together!
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If you have any concerns about child

protection issues, please speak to either:

Jo Crook
Designated
Safequarding Lead

Kelly Bird
Deputg Desi.gn.alzd
Safeguarding Lead

The Nest

Bob Jesshop
Deputy Designated
Sufcguarding Lead

Jen Goodland
Designnled.
Safeguarding Lead

Erica Dodge
Deputy Designated
Safequarding Lead

Risks of using Al for
mental health
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Safeguarding

Should you have any Safeguarding
concerns, please email
head@km-ps.co.uk.

The email address will continue to be
monitored through school holidays; we will
aim to respond within 48 hours.

If you have concerns outside of school, you
can contact Somerset Direct on 0300
1232224.

If there is a risk of danger or immediate
harm, please contact 999 immediately.

Safeguarding is everyone’s
responsibility.

WhatsApp

WhatsApp is popular with young people and is used for
group chats, voice messages and video calls. Users

should be at least 13 years old to use WhatsApp.

Al chatbots and wellness apps are
becoming increasingly popular, which
may lead to your child accessing them

to support their mental health. L/

What should | be concerned
about?

- The information/advice given may
not always be accurate.

- Privacy concerns of how data is
collected and used.

- Children may use these apps rather
than seeking help from an adult.

What can | do?

- Chat to your child regularly about
what apps and websites they are
using and why.

- Remind them Al is a tool and not a
substitute for qualified professionals
who provide tailored advice/support.
- Talk to them about how they should
fact check information.

- Check age ratings.

What should | be aware of if my child is using
WhatsApp?

Inappropriate content: users can be exposed to
content that is not suitable for their age.
Location sharing: talk to your child about the
potential danger of sharing their location.

Chat lock/secret code: users can lock chats as
well as supply a secret code setting so a chat
does not appear in the main chat.

Al: WhatsApp includes Meta Al

What can | do?

Check privacy settings

Ensure your child understands they can leave a
group chat anytime

Show your child how to block and report

Use parental controls

Talk about who they are chatting with, encourage
them to think carefully about the messages they
send and receive

Chat to your child about the groups they belong
to
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