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Welcome Back!

We hope you all had a restful and enjoyable Christmas break. It has been lovely to welcome

the children back this term, and they’ve made a really positive start, settling quickly into

routines and learning.

There are lots of exciting things happening across the school already. Owls and Kestrels are

beginning their journey into space exploration, while children across Key Stage 2 are

embarking on learning adventures around the world, discovering new places, cultures and

environments.

For more information about what your child will be learning this term, please visit our school

website, where class pages and curriculum updates are regularly shared.
https://www.keintonmandevilleschool.org.uk/

We’re looking forward to a busy and rewarding term ahead — thank you, as always, for your

continued support.

Owls - In Owls Class we have been busy exploring our new theme of Spectacular Space,
the children have learned about the Moon Landings and who were the astronauts onboard
the Saturn V rocket. In our continuous provision the children have had opportunities to build
rockets using the construction materials as well as designing their own planets using oll
pastels. They have been fascinated to learn about the planets in our solar system, and we
have been enjoying listening to the planet song which we are using to learn the order of the
planets. The Year 1s have also learned about the life of Neil Armstrong and the events of
his life, they were interested to learn that he could fly a plane before he could drive a car!

The EYFS children are continuing with Drawing Club, and we are using different spaced
themed stories to develop their writing skills, this half term we are exploring creating phrases
in our writing by combining more than one word to extend their writing capabilities. Their
drawings are improving each week, and it is brilliant to hear their individual ideas of how
their magic codes work!

In their Maths we have been learning about the numbers to 5 and exploring both the
composition of the numbers as well as the staircase pattern which shows that when the
numbers are in order the number after is one more. We especially enjoyed watching the
Numberblocks as they learned to order themselves with the children having a great time
recreating the episode and choosing a number before diddly-dooing to swap places to be in
the correct order.

The Year 1 children have been doing some fantastic writing since they came back from the
Christmas holidays. We have been using the story Man on the Moon: A day in the life of Bob
as a prompt for our work and have written both a character description and a setting
description so far. The children have also explored using persuasive language which has
been great fun and we are going to use this to create an advertising poster to encourage
someone to visit the Moon.

Kestrels — Kestrels Class have had a busy and exciting term filled with space-themed
Iearning. We have been Iearning about the moon Iandings and the incredible achievements
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of Neil Armstrong, exploring what life was like for astronauts and why this moment in history
was so important. In English, we have written detailed character descriptions and
imaginative stories about an alien, inspired by the book Man on the Moon, focusing on
developing our creativity and descriptive language skills.

In Design and Technology, we have been investigating free-standing structures and have
designed our own rockets, carefully thinking about shape and stability. We are very excited
to begin making them soon. In RE, we have been learning about Judaism, including the
creation story and the significance of Bar and Bat Mitzvah, helping us to understand
important beliefs and traditions.

Eagles — In Eagles Class we have had a very productive few weeks! In maths, the children
have been strengthening their confidence with multiplication and division, taking on tougher
concepts but facing these new challenges with real enthusiasm.

They have also written a thoughtful book review and are now drafting a letter to the author to
share their ideas and questions!

In geography, the class has been comparing the UK to other countries, exploring differences
in climate and beginning to understand how these variations shape life around the world.

Falcons - This term, the children have been busy diving into exciting learning across all
subjects. In English, we have been reading The Fastest Boy in the World by Elizabeth Laird.
The story has inspired rich discussions and thoughtful writing, particularly as the children
use it to support their information reports on Ethiopia. They have shown great curiosity
about the country’s culture, geography and history, and their nonfiction writing is developing
beautifully.

In Maths, we have been exploring area and perimeter, using practical tasks and
problem-solving challenges to deepen our understanding. The children have enjoyed testing
their reasoning skills and tackling tricky questions with confidence and determination.

In Art, our theme Brave Colour has sparked a lot of imagination. We have been studying
how colours can express emotions, taking inspiration from artists such as Olafur

Eliasson and Yinka llori, whose bold, expressive works encourage creative risk-taking. The
children are now experimenting with their own ideas, using colour to communicate feeling
and atmosphere.

Across all subjects, the children continue to work incredibly hard and show great enthusiasm
for learning. We would also like to say a big thank-you for your continued support at home,
especially with reading practice and times tables. Your encouragement makes a real
difference to the children’s confidence and progress.

— A great start to the Spring term so far and Osprey have been working hard, right
from the start! We have been reading ‘Shadow’ by Michael Morpurgo in English and used
the location of Afghanistan to create a fact file, which has also helped us with our knowledge
for the new geography unit of comparing different countries. We have moved on to review
writing and are about to embark upon a review for a well-known online shopping and
streaming company, which Miss G hopes to share some of the work with (no names or
school identification). In computing, we have started to produce a story board for our own
animation project — we have used playdough to practise making objects and characters
come to life using the stop motion animation app on the iPads. We have been using the
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ukeleles in music again and we will be practising what we already learned (c and f chords)
as well as learning new chords and songs to perform. Our art lessons have been very well
received so far, and we are exploring ‘Brave colour.” This week, we designed our own space
for an installation, taking inspiration from artists who have used colour, tone and shade to
create rooms that can be interpreted in different ways — we have had some truly wonderful
ideas of our own, full of personal connection and feeling.

Contact

If you have any concerns, issues, or even positives, you would like to discuss with us, please
make contact with us.
Your first port of call is the class teacher...
You can contact your child’s class teacher by...

¢ Making an appointment through the school office

e Email or call the school office
If you would like to discuss anything SEND based, you can contact Mrs Bird (Deputy
Headteacher and SENDCo) on sendco@km-ps.co.uk.

If there is anything beyond the class teacher, or anything confidential you would like to
discuss, please contact Miss Crook (Headteacher, Designated Safeguarding Lead).
Telephone: 01458 223452

Email:

For confidential matters, please contact Miss Crook on: head@km-ps.co.uk

Please know that we’re happy to help, listen and work together!
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Al chatbots and companions

A simple search of “Al Chat” within the App store
highlights the number of Al apps already
available, many are rated as 18+ so it is important
to speak to our children about them and the risks
associated with them. Examples of Al chatbots
that your child may have heard of are
Character.Al (18+) and My Al from Snapchat
(13+).

What are the risks?

e Over reliance on Al companions, for
example they may replace ‘real life’
friendships or over reliance on using them
for homework or problem solving.
Exposure to inappropriate content.
Privacy/data risks.

Misinformation as not all information
shared is correct and can be biased.

How can | protect my child?
o Check age ratings of any apps or websites

that your child accesses.
Discuss the risks of Al chatbots with them
and have open conversations about why
they may be using them.
Set up appropriate parental controls on
their devices/ broadband.
Chat to your child regularly and ensure
your child knows that they should talk to
you or another trusted adult if anything
concerns them.

Further information:
https://www.esafety.gov.au/newsroom/blogs/ai-
chatbots-and-companions-risks-to-children-and-
young-people

Safeguarding

Should you have any
Safeguarding concerns, please
email

head@km-ps.co.uk.

The email address will continue
to be monitored through school
holidays; we will aim to respond
within 48 hours.

If you have concerns outside of
school, you can contact
Somerset Direct on 0300
1232224.

If there is a risk of danger or
immediate harm, please contact
999 immediately.

Safeguarding is everyone’s
responsibility.

Keeping

children safe
is everyone's
responsibility
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SEND Updates

Our next Parent and Carer SEND Group Meeting will take place on Wednesday 25th February
at 2:15pm.

During this session, we will be exploring the Somerset Graduated Response to SEND, looking
closely at how it supports children at different stages of need and how it guides the provision we
put in place in school.

We will also spend time discussing local services, learning more about what they offer, and how
families can access additional support within the community. This will be a great opportunity to
ask questions, share experiences and connect with other parents and carers.

Please email Mrs Bird on sendco@km-ps.co.uk to confirm your attendance. Everyone welcome!

Wise Up Workshops

Please visit for more information on upcoming events:
https://somersetparentcarerforum.org.uk/home/wise-up-workshops/

ha——

WORHKSHOPS RUN BY:
= Undirstanding Winsarny processing- Bibie
= Autism, ADHD & prysical haatth-

FEBRUARY

Meurodivarsa training s
= Skap diffarancas in Mourodivargant diffsrances
sonsary in Neurodivergent
young peopla- SYPHE young peopie

= Intra into SEND- SPCF 10.00-12.00

= hustisic masking- Platypus 12

= Building strang SEN partnarships with Empawaring Parents:
Bulling strang
schaools- Tha Inclusicn Sonica oty
schocls
g languegn - 12301430
disardars- Bbic

» Irereasing indapandenca B daily Bving )

shills avar 12 years- Sibic

LOCATION

s
Inareasing
indepandence &
daily living hills
over 12 yoars

now
e smE R paTe niCare arm. org.uk home wise-up-workshops

If you would like to know more or need support in booking events, please contact Mrs Bird on
sendco@km-ps.co.uk.
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Local events

\
Eco Explorers ..oz T
Env:ronmer\tal Trust - Environmental Trust

Activities for families who have a child or young person with SEND
CARYMOOR ENVIRONMENTAL TRUST CARYMOOR ENV!RONMENTAL 4
NR. CASTLE CARY g A H NR. ChSTLEQARY
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k, OFFROAD TRAMPER AVAILABLE

Explore our unique site and discover its ] SATURDAY 24™ JANUARY
‘rubbish’ history. Activities may include; | ———

Make some recycled crafts 10 AMTO 3PM

= Fun 3R’s challenges 00K ENTIA
« Visit our interactive waste tunnel = ING ESS| L « Bring your family to
» Walk on the capped landfill VWY < Carymoor for a day of
Meet other families and make new friends. 2 outdoor adventurgs'
Exact acthtes may change from tis tomest | (ourap ot (S COSt ol prevent you * Explore our beautiful nature
everybody's needs and/or the weather conditions
MK ettt reserve and find out about
the creatures that live here.
* Meet other families and TR A
° d Trarh UG Feriae ash ik 0 chrhle.




