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A Wonderful Start to Spring! 
 

We’ve had a fantastic start to Spring Term 2, with children returning to school full of 
enthusiasm. World Book Day was a real highlight, including our whole-school writing 
competition, which received an impressive number of thoughtful and creative entries. 
Reception and Year 1 enjoyed a wonderful visit to Millfield for a special Gruffalo-themed 
World Book Day event. In class learning, KS1 have begun exploring their new topic on India, 
while KS2 are diving into the vibrant world of the Rainforest. Osprey and Falcons classes 
had an exciting trip to Bristol Zoo this week, and Eagles class are looking forward to their 
visit soon. 
 
Owls - Owls have had a busy first few weeks back at school after the half term break, we 
are fully immersed into our new theme of Incredible India. The children have really enjoyed 
learning about a new country and thinking about how it is similar and different to where they 
live.  
The Year 1`s have been exploring the vibrant Indian markets through the story A Gift for 
Amma and using adjectives to describe them. We watched a video of a real market in India 
too to help them to understand the sights and the sounds, especially the noise of car horns 
beeping. They have also been very excited as they have moved to the smaller lines in their 
English books which has supported their presentation further. 
 
The EYFS have also been working hard with their writing and have begun to expand their 
work into writing sentences. They are still thoroughly enjoying Drawing Club and I am 
always amazed at the incredibly creative ideas that they are developing. They particularly 
enjoyed this week as we watched an old animation of Tom and Jerry to inspire their writing 
and they had some wonderful ideas on how to stop Tom and Jerry from fighting! 
 
Our artwork this half term for the EYFS has centred around the vibrancy of India and the 
different ways they use colour. The children loved our focus on the Holi festival and used 
paint splattering to create some incredibly bright artwork! 
The Year 1`s have been building up to their final project of creating a printed piece of art on 
fabric. So far we have explored using observational drawings of natural objects as well as 
using these objects to print using paint.  
 
On World Book Day we had so much fun on our trip to Millfield for their Gruffalo activity trail, 
they all behaved impeccably and were such a credit to the school. Every activity they fully 
engaged with, listened to the group leaders who were also children and loved that there was 
such a variety of different tasks they could enjoy with their friends. We were very proud of all 
the EYFS and Year 1 who took part.  
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We are looking forward to our India Day in the last week of term which should be a 
wonderful day of exploring the wonders of a small part of Indian culture in a practical way.  
 
Kestrels –We’ve had a brilliant couple of weeks in Kestrel class, filled with curiosity, 
creativity and lots of learning. Our new topic on India has been a big hit. The children can 
now name all seven continents and the five oceans, and they’ve confidently located India on 
a world map. Their enthusiasm for exploring the wider world has been wonderful to see. 
We’ve been diving into multiplication and division, focusing on the 2, 5, and 10 times tables. 
The children especially enjoy learning these through songs, which has made our lessons 
lively and memorable. In English, we’ve been busy writing setting descriptions of bustling 
Indian markets. The children have also created shopping lists of what they might buy there, 
using imaginative vocabulary and great attention to detail. Our art lessons have centred on 
observational drawings of natural objects. The children have shown fantastic focus and care 
in their work. Music has been a real highlight this term. The class can now play three notes 
on the glockenspiel and keep in time with each other — a brilliant achievement. It’s been a 
couple of weeks full of energy, progress, and pride. We’re excited to see where our learning 
takes us next. 
 
Eagles –Eagles have made a brilliant start to the half term with lots of hard work and 
enthusiasm in all areas! In maths, we have begun our new unit on fractions, and the children 
are already showing great focus and determination as they tackle new concepts. 
We have also finished writing our non-chronological reports based on The Search for the 
Giant Arctic Jellyfish; the children put exceptional effort into their writing and are producing 
beautifully published final pieces! 
In geography, we have started exploring the world’s rainforests, learning which continents 
they are found on and investigating the different layers of the rainforest. It’s been a busy and 
productive few weeks in Eagles! 
 
Falcons - Falcons have been very busy in the last few weeks and today we are off to the 
Bristol Zoo Project- very exciting.  In English lessons, we have completed our biographies of 
Isatou Ceesay. The children are working hard to improve their handwriting, their 
independent editing and the overall quality of their writing.  I hope you noticed this in their 
books during parents evening.  In PHSE the children have just started a Citizenship 
unit.  They have looked at how a court works and rights and responsibilities.  In our 
Geography lessons the children have been using atlases to identify the locations of the 
world's tropical rainforests.  Finally, in Maths the children are working hard to understand 
decimals, fractions and, in Year 5, percentages. 
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Contact  
If you have any concerns, issues, or even positives, you would like to discuss with us, please 
make contact with us.  
Your first port of call is the class teacher… 
You can contact your child’s class teacher by… 

• Making an appointment through the school office 

• Email or call the school office 
If you would like to discuss anything SEND based, you can contact Mrs Bird (Deputy 
Headteacher and SENDCo) on sendco@km-ps.co.uk. 
 
If there is anything beyond the class teacher, or anything confidential you would like to 
discuss, please contact Miss Crook (Headteacher, Designated Safeguarding Lead).  
Telephone: 01458 223452 
Email: 
For confidential matters, please contact Miss Crook on: head@km-ps.co.uk 
Please know that we’re happy to help, listen and work together! 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Osprey – We had a fantastic visit to the Bristol Zoo project this week; please see the photos 
below!  
On World Book Day we took part in an online 'Footy and Booky' quiz which then led us on to 
thinking about our own interests and how we 'read around' our subject. We drew ourselves 
reading as part of our hobby and ways in which we read about it - digitally, books, audio 
books, manuals, instructions, signs and subtitles - a very long list! We have been learning 
about rainforests in geography - where these are located and comparing different types. In 
English, we have learnt about Wangari Maathai and her work to try and save the rainforests 
as an environmentalist and activist of her time. Now we are researching the fantastic 'Jane 
Goodall' and her important research into animal behaviours and how she has also been 
significant in conservation. In PSHE, we discussed and took on different roles as part of 
'Breaking the law' - part of our citizenship unit. Art is also linked to rainforests and we are 
exploring patterns and designs that reflect this. A great couple of weeks so far... 
 
 

mailto:sendco@km-ps.co.uk
mailto:head@km-ps.co.uk
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Safeguarding 
 

Should you have any 
Safeguarding concerns, please 
email  
head@km-ps.co.uk.   
The email address will continue 
to be monitored through school 
holidays; we will aim to respond 
within 48 hours. 
 
If you have concerns outside of 
school, you can contact 
Somerset Direct on 0300 
1232224.  
 
If there is a risk of danger or 
immediate harm, please contact 
999 immediately.  
 

Safeguarding is everyone’s 
responsibility. 

 

YouTube safety updates: 
parental controls 
 
YouTube have published their latest update on how 
parents can support their child on YouTube. 
YouTube will now allow parents to set the amount of 
time viewing Shorts– this can even be set to zero. 
YouTube Shorts are short videos, usually less than 
60 seconds long, which when continuously watched, 
can lead to excessive screentime. Furthermore, 
parents will also be able to set bedtime and ‘take a 
break’ reminders. You can find out more here: 
https://blog.youtube/news-and-events/updates-
youtube-supervised-accounts-teens/  
 
If you would like to find out more about supervised 
accounts on YouTube, then this article explains the 
different settings available: 
https://support.google.com/youtube/answer/1031542
0?hl=en-
GB&ref_topic=15279060&sjid=15225282118002181
205-EU  
  

Screen time and online 
harms  
 
The Royal College of 
Paediatrics and Child Health 
have created a page that 
brings together key resources 
on screen time. Find out more 
here: 
https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resour
ces/screen-time-online-harms-
resources-members  

New government campaign: Is your 
child influenced by toxic content?  
 
The Government have launched a new campaign 
providing guidance to parents on safety settings, 
conversation prompts and advice for tackling 
misinformation and harmful content. It also 
includes a quiz to help you and your child spot 
misleading or unreliable information online. You 
can find out more here: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/is-your-child-
influenced-by-toxic-content-new-government-
campaign-supports-parents-to-talk-about-harmful-
online-content  

mailto:head@km-ps.co.uk
https://blog.youtube/news-and-events/updates-youtube-supervised-accounts-teens/
https://blog.youtube/news-and-events/updates-youtube-supervised-accounts-teens/
https://support.google.com/youtube/answer/10315420?hl=en-GB&ref_topic=15279060&sjid=15225282118002181205-EU
https://support.google.com/youtube/answer/10315420?hl=en-GB&ref_topic=15279060&sjid=15225282118002181205-EU
https://support.google.com/youtube/answer/10315420?hl=en-GB&ref_topic=15279060&sjid=15225282118002181205-EU
https://support.google.com/youtube/answer/10315420?hl=en-GB&ref_topic=15279060&sjid=15225282118002181205-EU
https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/screen-time-online-harms-resources-members
https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/screen-time-online-harms-resources-members
https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/screen-time-online-harms-resources-members
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/is-your-child-influenced-by-toxic-content-new-government-campaign-supports-parents-to-talk-about-harmful-online-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/is-your-child-influenced-by-toxic-content-new-government-campaign-supports-parents-to-talk-about-harmful-online-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/is-your-child-influenced-by-toxic-content-new-government-campaign-supports-parents-to-talk-about-harmful-online-content
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/is-your-child-influenced-by-toxic-content-new-government-campaign-supports-parents-to-talk-about-harmful-online-content
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Parent Forum (10.03.26) 
 
Thank you to the three parents who attended our recent Parent Forum and to the parent 
who contributed via email. The discussion focused on our current approach to 
homework and ways we can continue to support learning at home. 
 
Homework and Spellings 
We looked at the school’s current offer of homework. Views on homework varied. One 
parent felt that offering short daily tasks (5–15 minutes) linked to class learning could 
help children develop independence and prepare them for the increased expectations of 
secondary school. Another parent felt that the current level of homework is manageable, 
particularly alongside clubs and after‑school commitments, and that children are often 
very tired after the school day. 
Optional Homework Ideas 
One parent shared an optional homework model that they have trialled at home, 
consisting of weekly reading, spelling, maths, and writing tasks. We discussed this 
amount and many felt that this was too much for most families but valued the idea of 
using AI to generate tasks with answer sheets for parents. The group highlighted the 
importance of any homework being manageable for families, to avoid confusion around 
curriculum content or teaching methods. 
Experiences Across the School 
Parents with children in both KS1 and KS2 noted that reading remains the most 
successful and consistent homework activity. Some children find homework challenging 
or stressful, so increasing the volume would not work well for all families. TT Rockstars 
was praised for offering a fun, social element to maths practice. The half‑termly project 
homework continues to work well across the school. 
One parent raised that Year 6 pupils receive a sudden increase in homework partway 
through the year. They felt a more gradual build‑up from Year 5 could help children 
adjust. While SPAG.com and Maths.com are helpful platforms, too many tasks can feel 
overwhelming. The importance of celebrating and sharing children’s project homework 
in school was also highlighted. 
Golden Time continues to be a positive motivator for KS2, particularly for reading and 
TT Rockstars. One parent suggested introducing rewards for reading more than the 
required three times a week—such as an extra house point per additional read. 
 
Next Steps: 

• Revisit approach to weekly spellings 

• Celebrate project homework more consistently 

• Trial optional homework for KS1 and KS2 children (families already approached) 

• Review Year 6 additional homework 
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2026 is the 'National Year of reading' and there are many opportunities for children and 
adults to get involved in all things literary! It has been entitled ‘Go all in - if you're into it, 
read into it!' and is definitely worth a visit to the website (The National Literacy Trust) 
where there are many resources and information to be found. It has been designed to 
make reading relevant, exciting and accessible for everyone in the UK. 
We are involved in this at school and will be taking part in various events throughout the 
rest of this academic year as well as utilising many of the resources and ideas that have 
been promoted. 
Please see some of the links below - there are lots more to delve into though so please 
explore as much as you can! 
 
Families (0-5) | National Year of 
Reading 2026 | Go All In - 
https://goallin.org.uk/families-0-5/  
 
Families (5–11) | National Year of 
Reading 2026 | Go All In 
https://goallin.org.uk/families-5-11/  
 
Families (11+) | National Year of 
Reading 2026 | Go All In 
https://goallin.org.uk/families-11-
plus/  
 
Reading For Pleasure | National 
Literacy Trust 
https://literacytrust.org.uk/reading-
for-pleasure/  

  

https://goallin.org.uk/families-0-5/
https://goallin.org.uk/families-5-11/
https://goallin.org.uk/families-11-plus/
https://goallin.org.uk/families-11-plus/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/reading-for-pleasure/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/reading-for-pleasure/
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Recommended Reads… 

EYFS/KS1 

Lower KS2 Upper KS2 
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We had many wonderful entries for the writing competition. Thank you to all of 
the children who took part and all of the families who supported their amazing 
writing. They have made for some interesting, exciting, thrilling, chilling writing!  
Well done to all who entered and our winners… 
 

Flo (Falcons) 

Daniel (Owls) 

Errol (Eagles) 

Rupert (Kestrels) 

Charlie (Osprey) 
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Awesome  

Owls 
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Outstanding 

Osprey 
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SEND Update – March 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

SEND Parent & Carer Group 

Our group met in February for a productive session where we explored both national and local 

updates relevant to our community. We also spent time looking at some of the services available 

to parents and carers in the local area, helping everyone stay informed about the support on offer. 

More information can be found below. Our next meeting will take place on Thursday 

21st May at 2pm. All are welcome! Contact Mrs Bird on sendco@km-ps.co.uk for 

more information. 
 

https://www.somerset.gov.uk/chi
ldren-families-and-

education/the-local-offer/ 
 

mailto:sendco@km-ps.co.uk
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/children-families-and-education/the-local-offer/
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/children-families-and-education/the-local-offer/
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/children-families-and-education/the-local-offer/
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We provide information, advice and support about Special Educational Needs and Disability 

for parent carers, children and young people (up to the age of 25). 

We aim to encourage children, young people and their parent carers to be part of decision 
making to improve education, health and care outcomes. 

The service is free, confidential and impartial. 

 

https://somersetsendias.org.uk/ 

Find more information and book here: 
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/children-families-
and-education/the-local-offer/leisure/activities-

for-families/ 

 


