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A message from Miss Crook… 
 
Dear parents/carers, 
 
The first three weeks back have been full of happy, eager children, interesting adjectives 
(thank you World Book Day!) and lots of learning. We’ve gone from extremes of weather 
from a chilly, snowy Wednesday to a mild Thursday. Thank you for ensuring your child came 
in to school with at least a coat, and also to those of you who picked up our message about 
wellies as it allowed them to play more freely during break and lunch time.  
We have had a few developments with the new build as an initial design has been shared 
with us which, when finalised, we will share with you all as soon as we can. The survey 
about preschool access is active on Parentmail until 31st March if you would like to share 
your thoughts with us. 
Each class has started their new topic and have a lot to look forward to this half term… 
 
Owls- This week in English we read the book 'My Nana's garden' by Dawn Casey. We then 
designed and wrote about our own garden. In Maths, we have used our addition knowledge, 
to begin to problem solve using real life objects. For Science we explored how plants 
change throughout the seasons and we then completed an observational drawing of a plant, 
thinking about some of its features- flower, stem, leaves and roots. 
 
Kingfisher – We have started our new topic of Intrepid Explorers in Kingfisher Class. In our 
English lessons, the class have made a list for their journey, described where they ended up 
(some even went back in time or jumped in to the future!), and wrote the class a postcard 
detailing what they have seen whilst being an explorer. They have really enjoyed this topic 
so far this term! In Maths they have been continuing with numbers to 20, including addition 
and subtraction within 20. Our Number Sense sessions have been focused on the core 
strategies we need to use for our maths. We have been exploring watercolour in our art 
sessions. Kingfisher Class love using their sketchbooks to explore colour and technique! 
 
Kestrels - In Kestrels we have been enjoying our new theme Intrepid Explorers. As part of 
this we have been learning about David Attenborough`s life and work which has led to us 
writing a letter to him in English. The children have worked really hard with their letters and 
we are very hopeful for a reply! In Maths we have been learning about multiplication and 
division with lots of practical activities including drawing our own arrays which the children 
enjoyed. The best part of this half term so far has been watching the children thoroughly 
enjoy exploring art using watercolours, they have been so enthusiastic in every art lesson as 
they have been able to play around with the watercolours, exploring the way they work and 
the effects they can create. They have also really enjoyed learning through watching videos 
by Emma Burleigh, a watercolour artist, who has explained how to use the watercolours and 
the techniques they can use. We are looking forward to putting our practise into place with 
our final outcome of a watercolour landscape. 
 



 Keinton Mandeville 
Primary School 

 
 

 

 
Date: Friday 10th March 2023 

Eagles – Lots of exciting learning has taken place in Eagle class so far this term. In maths, 
we have been look at fractions and used sweets to order and compare non-unit fractions. 
We have been able to identify fractions on a number line and even find equivalent fractions. 
In English, we have been continuing to read our class book, ‘The Iron Man’ by Ted Hughes 
and using this to enhance our writing outcome – writing to persuade. We have learnt the key 
features of persuasive writing and we now know the key features of a letter – this will help 
us to write our own persuasive letters in the next couple of weeks. In Geography, we know 
the features of different types of settlements such as city, town, village and hamlet. We have 
also looked at what natural resources are and how these resources get to our house. In 
Computing, we are learning how to create a book trailer. We have learnt how to get different 
types of photo’s depending on the angle of the shot. We have taken our own photos and will 
use them in our trailer of, ‘The Iron Man’, along with voiceovers and sound effects. 
 
Falcons – In Falcon's class we have finished reading ‘The 1000 year old boy’. The children 
thoroughly enjoyed this book and clapped spontaneously at the end. We are now reading 
our new class book- Beetle Boy by MJ Leonard. In Maths lessons we have been continuing 
our work with fractions. We have been finding fractions of amounts, adding and subtracting 
fractions and will soon be moving on to learning about decimal fractions. In our geography 
topic we have been exploring different types of settlement and thinking about what we need 
at home and the distribution of resources. In PHSE we have had had a great discussion 
about the 'Rights of the Child'. Our computing topic is focused on data and how sensors can 
be used to predict weather.  PE lessons have moved outdoors and the children are learning 
the skills needed in invasion games - currently football. 
 
Osprey – Osprey class have been working hard on area and perimeter in maths. In English 
we have been writing persuasive letters and we have started our class text of 'Wonder.' In 
geography, we have learned about natural resources and how these are distributed - water 
doesn't magically appear from a tap and lights don't work without some form of energy 
source! In music, we have been learning a song by Carole King called 'You've got a friend' 
and we have stated using the recorders again - we remembered all the notes and how to 
play these from last time. Miss G was really impressed! We have started thinking about 
sculpture and how this art form can represent different emotions and feelings. We are 
currently using our sketchbooks to come up with ideas for our own clay sculpture at the end 
of this half-term. Computing is all about how and why coding is important in real life and we 
have deciphered some different types of code, tinkered with 'brute force hacker' 
programmes that find passwords and have found out about the code-breaking that went on 
at Bletchley park in WW2. 

 
Our next newsletter will feature our new Headteacher (for the 
day) raffle winner as they take over on Friday 17th March. 
What have I let myself in for?  
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Contacting us… 
You can contact your child’s class teacher by… 

 Making an appointment through the school office 

 Email or call the school office 
If there is anything to discuss beyond the class teacher, or anything SEND (Special 
Educational Needs or Disabilities) based, please contact Miss Crook (Headteacher) or Mrs 
Bird (Deputy Headteacher and SENDCo) through the school email. 
Telephone: 01458 223452 
Email: office@km-ps.co.uk 
For confidential matters, please contact Miss Crook on: head@km-ps.co.uk 

mailto:office@km-ps.co.uk
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Safeguarding 
 

Designated Safeguarding Lead: Jo Crook 
 
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Kelly Bird 
 
Should you have any Safeguarding concerns, please email either head@km-ps.co.uk or 
sendco@km-ps.co.uk.  These email addresses will continue to be monitored through school 
holidays; we will aim to respond within 48 hours. 
 
If you believe a child is at risk of immediate harm, you should contact Somerset Direct on 
0300 123 2224 

  
Mobile devices and smart watches 

 
 

Recently we have had a few children coming in to school wearing smart watches.  
We have to ask you to refrain from allowing your child to wear smart watches in school as 
they are valuable items, mobile devices and can potentially undermine the school’s 
behaviour and safeguarding policy.  
Smart watches refer to devices that allow pupils to message or communicate with others or 
can take pictures. Digital watches are allowed in school as they do not have this capability. 
If a pupil is found to be in possession of a mobile phone/smart watch, the phone/watch will 
be confiscated by the Headteacher, locked away in the school safe and returned to the 
parent/carer. In this instance, we will have to ask for your permission to investigate the 
device to ensure that safeguarding has not been compromised (that children have not 
taken pictures in school). Any pictures found to be taken on school premises will have to be 
erased.  
There are occasional circumstances in which they may need to, which are set out below.  
In these circumstances, the mobile phone or device MUST be handed to the teacher on 
arrival, to be stored securely while the child is in school.  These circumstances may 
include, but are not limited to: 
• When a child is moving between parents’ respective houses 
• If a child is staying overnight at a friend’s house 
 
More information on our policy regarding Mobile and smart devices can be found in our 
‘Mobile Phone and Smart Device Policy’. For any parent support on managing mobile and 
smart devices, you can look here: https://www.vodafone.co.uk/newscentre/smart-
living/digital-parenting/digital-parenting-pro/  
 
If you have any questions, please contact me on: head@km-ps.co.uk . 

mailto:head@km-ps.co.uk
mailto:sendco@km-ps.co.uk
https://www.vodafone.co.uk/newscentre/smart-living/digital-parenting/digital-parenting-pro/
https://www.vodafone.co.uk/newscentre/smart-living/digital-parenting/digital-parenting-pro/
mailto:head@km-ps.co.uk
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Communication Update 
You spoke, we listened! 

 

 All class pages were updated at the beginning of this half term to include an 
overview of what children are learning in their classes, as well as a medium-term 
plan which tells you what they are doing week-to-week. 

 There have been a few adjustments to the webpage so hopefully you should be 
able to view pages a little more easily on mobile devices.  

Still more improvements to come! 
If you have any other suggestions regarding communication, please contact me on: 
head@km-ps.co.uk 
 

 
 

Wellies! 
 
As part of the development of our Outdoor Play and Learning (OPAL) provision we are 
looking to create some welly and wet weather clothing storage provision for each class. We 
know that this is a particularly important next step to help with, not only making our OPAL 
provision more accessible throughout the year, but keeping both clothes and classrooms as 
clean as possible. 
Therefore we are writing to ask whether there are any parents/carers who would be able to 
support us in building some welly boot racks like the examples below: 
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Cross country 
Well done to all of the children who attended the cross county event on Tuesday 28th 
February. They represented the school brilliantly and gave their best efforts. All of the 
children placed well in each league, with the school placing 8th overall out of 12 schools.  
Well done to: Evie, Archie, Archie, Jack, Harrison, Charlotte, Daisy, Toby, Eliza, Rosie, Ada, 

Amalee, Iris and Seth! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SEND News 
 

SEND Parent & Carer Group: 
Our Special Educational Needs and Disability 
(SEND) parent/carer forum is an opportunity for 
parents with children who have SEND to meet 
together with the Special Educational Needs 
Co-ordinator (SENDCo) and chat informally 
about relevant topics. At our most recent 
meeting, we discussed ‘The Somerset 
Graduated Response Tool’ and how this 
resource supports our provision for all children. 
New members are always welcome. If you are 
interested in joining the group, or would like to 
know more, please email me on sendco@km-
ps.co.uk. 
 

Thank you! 
A big thank you to the PSA for funding some 
fabulous new resources. We now have three 
new weighted blankets along with a reading 
pen! 
 
Mrs Kelly Bird 
 

mailto:sendco@km-ps.co.uk
mailto:sendco@km-ps.co.uk
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If you are looking for uniform we have our pre loved uniform run by the wonderful Anna and you 
can pop her an email with what you need @Kmpreloveduniform@gmail.com or catch her in 
person. 
We have stock across all age ranges, from 4 years to 13 years.  
Currently we have plenty of jumpers, skirts, trousers, pinafores, lots of shorts, and a few summer 
dresses for those thinking ahead. 
We welcome all uniform donations, but in particular we are currently seeking polo 
shirts. Donations of good quality socks, knickers, pants and tights, ages 4 to 8 are greatly 
appreciated too. 
Stock varies and is replenished regularly so do feel free to ask what we have. We can always look 
out for specific items for you if they're not yet in stock. 
Thank you for your ongoing support and commitment to reducing, reusing and recycling.  
There is no charge for preloved uniform. 
 
Best, 
Anna 
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World Book 
Day 
2023 
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