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Happy Half-Term! 
What a busy half-term! Not only have the children been busy working and learning, but 
we’ve had a whole new building in the works – we’ve gone from a bare site to a new 
classroom and pre-school within a matter of days/weeks!  
We have a lot to look forward to for Spring 2 with our topics: 
Owls – Nature Detectives – What`s at the bottom of the garden? 
Kingfisher – Australia (Geography focus) 
Kestrels – Mapping our School 
Eagles/Falcons/Osprey - Rivers 
Have a lovely half-term holiday and a great rest with your families!  
 
Owls- In Owls Class we have been continuing our learning about the Arctic, we have 
learned facts all about Polar Bears and this week we are writing our own fact files to tell 
people what we have learned. We have been working very hard in Maths learning number 
facts, in the last few weeks we have explored numbers up to 8 as well as odd and even 
numbers and doubling. In our Art we have been practising adding white to a colour to see 
how the colour changes as we gradually add more white. This is in preparation for our final 
art piece based on the Arctic where the children will have the opportunity to explore using a 
variety of materials and paint to help them to create a landscape collage of the Arctic. 
The children also really enjoyed their walk to Keinton Mandeville Church, we explored what 
was in the church and then Reverend Jane kindly came in to explain to us why certain 
things were in the church and why they were important to Christians.  
As always Owls have been working hard and enjoying the opportunities to learn 
independently without our continuous provision and trying new activities to show what they 
have learned. 
 
Kingfisher – Kingfisher Class have finished off their fact files about King Charles III this 
week. It has been great to see them become more independent and enthusiastic about their 
writing at this half way point of the year. We have seen some fantastic homework pieces this 
half term, our windowsill has been full to the brim with castles, crowns and royal self-
portraits!  
Thank you to all that came to the open classroom event, the children loved showing off their 
work and we can all agree the music videos on the board were superb! Kingfisher Class 
certainly have some rhythm! 
 
Kestrels – In Kestrel’s class we have been busy learning all about Ancient Egyptians and 
using this information to write our non-chronological reports. In year 2, we have been 
learning about money and can now recognise the different coins and notes as well as 
adding amounts and finding change. In year 3, we have been learning how to multiply and 
divide a 2 digit number by a 1 digit number with and without exchanging. In RE, we have 
learnt about the Jewish festivals such as Rosh Hashanah and Bar/Bat mitzvah. In 
computing, we have been looking at algorithms and how these are used to create games. 
We have spent the last week enjoying looking at all of the wonderful homework that has 
been brought in – thank you for all of you support with this! The children are now ready for 
half term. Have a lovely break! 
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Eagles – Maths - We have begun measuring! Year 3's have been comparing, estimating 
and measuring the lengths of shapes, whilst year 4's have measured area and perimeter of 
shapes. We have concluded our Ancient Egypt topic by studying the pyramids, sources and 
hierarchy! It has been such an enjoyable topic and the children have really engaged.  
This topic has also helped inform our writing this term, as we are currently drafting our final 
write - how to mummify your best friend! We have studied instruction writing and focused on 
what makes a good set of instructions. Our topic this half term has been rocks and soil. 
Recently, we have been studying different soils, their durability and investigating how fossils 
are formed. As always, thank you for all your support. Wishing you a fun and restful break! 
 
Falcons – Falcons have had a fantastic few weeks.  We are busy finishing off our 
information texts about the Ancient Egyptian  Afterlife.  Now that they all have pens, the 
children are trying really hard to use their neatest handwriting.    
We are a long way into our fabulous reading book The Secrets of the Sun King.  As well as 
being an excellent story, it has taught us a great deal about the discovery of Tutankhamun's 
tomb.Today, we will be recording videos of the children ordering a meal in Spanish. They 
have picked up the vocabulary very quickly. In Maths the children are now experts in finding 
perimeter and areas of rectilinear shapes. All in all it has been a successful and very busy 
half term. I was delighted with all of the topic homework. The children had fun in Golden 
Time playing some of the board games that some children chose to make. 
 
Osprey – Osprey have been learning about the River Nile, Egyptian gods and goddesses 
and writing non-chronological reports based on an aspect of Ancient Egypt. 
On Tuesday, we made some fantastic pulley cranes and worked hard to overcome 
challenges and solve problems along the way.  
Year six have been making electrical circuits in science and learning all about voltage and 
the flow of an electric current. 
 

 

Contact  
If you have any concerns, issues, or even positives, you would like to discuss with us, please 
make contact with us.  
Your first port of call is the class teacher… 
You can contact your child’s class teacher by… 

 Making an appointment through the school office 

 Email or call the school office 
If you would like to discuss anything SEND based, you can contact Mrs Bird (Deputy 
Headteacher and SENDCo) through sendco@km-ps.co.uk. 
If there is anything beyond the class teacher, or anything confidential you would like to 
discuss, please contact Miss Crook (Headteacher, Designated Safeguarding Lead).  
Telephone: 01458 223452 
Email: office@km-ps.co.uk 
For confidential matters, please contact Miss Crook on: head@km-ps.co.uk 
Please know that we’re happy to help, listen and work together! 

mailto:sendco@km-ps.co.uk
mailto:office@km-ps.co.uk
mailto:head@km-ps.co.uk
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Safeguarding 
Designated Safeguarding Lead: Jo Crook 
 
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Kelly Bird and Bob Jesshop 
 
Should you have any Safeguarding concerns, please email either head@km-ps.co.uk or 
sendco@km-ps.co.uk.  These email addresses will continue to be monitored through school 
holidays; we will aim to respond within 48 hours. 
 
If you believe a child is at risk of immediate harm, you should contact Somerset Direct on 
0300 1232224 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
This week was Safer Internet Day. Our focus was on keeping ourselves safe online and 
being aware of new apps and technologies.  
 
As parents, it can be really challenging to monitor and support your children online. Here 
are a few useful sites and tips you can use to help you… 
 
UK Safer Internet Centre - https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-
carers  
 
NSPCC - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/  
 
CEOP - https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/  
 
Please also see the attached information from the UK Safer Internet Centre 
 
 

mailto:head@km-ps.co.uk
mailto:sendco@km-ps.co.uk
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/
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Reception – ‘There’s a Rang-Tan in my bedroom’ by James 
Sellick and Frann Preston-Gannon 
When a little girl discovers a mischievous orangutan on the 
loose in her bedroom, she can't understand why it keeps 
shouting OOO! 
 

 
Infants – ‘Cakes in Space’ by Phillip Reeve and Sarah McIntyre 
Astra and her family are relocating: not within the country and not even 
within orbit but to begin a new life on a planet called Nova Mundi. It will take 
one hundred and ninety-nine years to get there and so they - and the many 
others who are going too - will be frozen in time in sleep- pods until the 
robots wake their passengers up. Shortly before being sent to sleep, Astra 
goes in search of a bite to eat. This comes in the form of a delicious 

chocolate biscuit, created by Nom-O-Tron…Astra wonders what else 
Nom-O-Tron might be able to create and requests the most amazing, 
super-fantastic cake ever!  
 
Lower Key Stage Two (Year 3/4) – ‘The Last Fire Fox’ by Lee 
Newbery 
Between bullies at school and changes at home, Charlie Challinor finds 
life a bit scary. And when he's made guardian of a furry fox cub called 
Cadno, things get a whole lot scarier.  Because Cadno isn't just any fox: 
he's a firefox - the only one of his kind - and a sinister hunter from 
another world is on his trail.  Swept up into an unexpected adventure to protect his 
flammable friend, Charlie's going to need to find the bravery he never thought he 
had, if he's going to save the last firefox . . . 

 
 Upper Key Stage Two (Year 5/6) – ‘The Little Match Girl Strikes 
Back’ by Lauren Child 
This beautifully written and illustrated story is not just a retelling of the 
original Hans Christian Andersen tale The Little Match Girl, but a 
reinterpretation. The Little Match Girl Strikes Back allows the 
protagonist to tell her story in her own words. This version – like the 
original - lays bare the class inequality of Victorian London but also 
gives the Little Match Girl a sense of agency and defiance rather than 

being resigned to her ill-fated end, “…a bold new heroine for future generations to 
treasure. 
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Cross-country 
 
Well done to our cross-
country team who had 
great successes this 
week!  

Small things make a big difference!! 
 
A huge thank you to everyone who bought a RSPB pin badge over the past 2 
weeks. The grand total raised is £237!  
This is absolutely amazing and makes such a difference to the charity.  
I have been collecting money for them since August 2023 and have now raised just 
over £900!  
The RSPB replies on donations to help restore, protect and care for the places our 
wildlife call home.  
Enjoy wearing your pin badges and keep a look out for wildlife in your gardens, 
parks and local green areas!  
 
Thank You for supporting this charity-  
 
From Flora Hooper RSPB representative   
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Place2Be’s Children’s Mental Health week was first launched in 2015. Each 
year the aim is to raise awareness  and highlight the importance of our 
children’s mental health and  
wellbeing. The ‘theme’ this year is ‘My Voice Matters’ and aims to 
empower, equip and give a voice to children throughout the UK. 
Additional support, resources and information can be found at:  
childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk  
  

Here at Keinton Mandeville we are committed to improving 
and nourishing the wellbeing of all those linked with the 
school, whilst keeping the children of the school at the 
forefront. 
With guidance from The Somerset Wellbeing Framework we 
are implementing regular and consistent good practice to 
assist our children in  developing their emotional awareness 
and healthy practices. Children’s mental health week gave 
us an ideal opportunity to increase awareness and 
knowledge further. 
Universal provision recommends, via a whole school 
approach that children are empowered and equipped 
with: 

 Resilience 

 Emotional literacy 

 Self esteem 

 Social skills 

 Being healthy 

 Kindness and gratitude 
  

Our Wellbeing Action group 
raised an impressive £120 at 
Christmas. The money will be 
used to buy new resources 
and to help fund more exciting 
events. 
Thank you for your support 
and a big thank you to Mrs 

Boot for all her hard work! 

The areas of focus above have been 
explored throughout the week. Here is 
a summary of our week: 

To support emotional literacy, the children were asked to 
color in one square on Monday morning to represent how 
they felt. This was a really interesting activity and got lots of 
people  
talking! Even the staff took part!  

Mood Board 
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Zumba with Miss G! 
Massive thanks to Miss Govier who has run 30 min Zumba sessions 
for all the classes. The children and staff have absolutely loved this 
activity. It offered the children a chance to access many of the 
wellbeing skills; being healthy, self-esteem and social skills. 
Again big thanks to Miss Govier. Several children (and staff) have 
requested that these sessions become a regular feature! 

  

Hand prints 
To help highlight the week’s focus of ‘My Voice Matters’, each 
child has drawn their own handprint and written what matters 
or is important to them. This will create a chain of handprints 
by the end of the week that allows every one of our children 

here at Keinton to have their important voice recognised.  

Affirmations 
An affirmation is defined as emotional support or encouragement. 
People often find the process of reading a positive affirmation 
helpful. With this in mind we are aiming to provide a central access 
point for the children of Keinton to independently access positive 
affirmation. We decided that it would be even effective if the 
affirmation cards were created in school by our children. This links 
in to: Kindness and gratitude, resilience, emotional literacy and 
self-esteem.  
Well done to all our children for taking part in all the events 

this week. We are extremely proud of you all! 

Yoga with Mrs Waterhouse 
Another big thank you to Mrs Waterhouse who has run relaxing 
yoga sessions for all our classes during the afternoons. This 
has developed the children’s skills in movement, self-esteem 
and being healthy. We are incredibly lucky to have staff so 
willing to share their knowledge and skills with our children. 
Feedback has been extremely positive and again, we hope this 
can become a regular event. 
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