
D&T links in EYFS 

Communication 
and language 

PSED Physical 
Development 

Literacy Mathematics Understanding 
the world 

Expressive arts 
and design 

• Learn new 
vocabulary.  

• Ask questions to 
find out more and 
to check they 
understand what 
has been said to 
them.  

• Articulate their 
ideas and 
thoughts in well-
formed 
sentences.  

• Engage in non-
fiction books. 

• Show 
resilience and 
perseverance 
in the face of 
challenge.  

• Manage their 
own needs. 

• Develop their 
small motor 
skills so that 
they can use a 
range of tools 
competently, 
safely and 
confidently. 
Suggested 
tools: pencils 
for drawing and 
writing, 
paintbrushes, 
scissors, knives, 
forks and 
spoons. 

See communication 
and language. 
 
• Mark making 

and recording. 
• Vocabulary 

development 

• Select, rotate 
and manipulate 
shapes in order 
to develop 
spatial 
reasoning skills. 

• Compose and 
decompose 
shapes so that 
children 
recognise a 
shape can have 
other shapes 
within it, just as 
numbers can.  

• Continue, copy 
and create 
repeating 
patterns.  

• Compare 
length, weight 
and capacity. 

• Explore the 
natural world 
around them. 

• Return to and 
build on their 
previous 
learning, 
refining ideas 
and developing 
their ability to 
represent them. 

• Create 
collaboratively, 
sharing ideas, 
resources and 
skills. 

 

 

 

 

 



D&T links in EYFS 

Year A 

EYFS: Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Theme 
Focus 

Marvellous me/If 
you go down to 

the woods 
today… 

Autumn (Nocturnal 
animals)/Christmas 

Frozen Planet – 
What is it like in 

the Arctic? 

Nature 
Detectives – 
What`s at the 
bottom of the 

garden? 

Amazing Africa 
– What is it like 

on Safari? 

All the fun of the 
Seaside 

D&T 
opportunities 

Focus; 
Carry out 
activities to 
strengthen gross 
and fine motor 
skills  

 
• Gross motor skill 

activities 

• Funky fingers 
activities  

• Continuous 
provision using 
building or 
construction toys 

 

Focus; 
Use a variety of 
joining and cutting 
techniques including 
scissors to cut along 
a marked line. 
 
• Fine motor skills cutting 

activities 

• Creating Christmas 
cards using their cutting 
skills. 

• Making Christmas 
decorations using salt 
dough. 

• Following a recipe to 
create a Christmas 
treat. 

Focus; 
Choose 
resources to 
carry out their 
own plan and 
share and 
explain their 
ideas, choices 
and processes. 
 
• Building a house 

for an Inuit using a 
variety of materials 

 

 Focus; 
Use a variety of 
joining and 
cutting 
techniques 
including scissors 
to cut along a 
marked line. 
 
• Using a variety of 

materials as well as 
joining techniques 
(glue, Sellotape, 
masking tape) to 
create their own 
African animal. 

 

 

Focus; 
Choose 
resources to carry 
out their own plan 
and share and 
explain their 
ideas, choices 
and processes. 
 
• Building their own 

beach hut using a 
variety of materials 
and decorating it. 
Following a 
plan/design that 
they have chosen. 

 

 

 

 

 



D&T links in EYFS 

Year B 
EYFS: Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Theme 
Focus 

Marvellous 
me/If you go 
down to the 

woods today… 

Light and 
Dark/Christmas 

Up, up and away 
(Transport) 

 

Down in the 
Jungle 

 

Ready, steady 
sow – How does 

your garden 
grow? 

Commotion in the 
ocean 

 

D&T 
opportunities 

Focus; 
Carry out 
activities to 
strengthen 
gross and fine 
motor skills  

 
• Gross motor skill 

activities 

• Funky fingers 
activities  

• Continuous 
provision using 
building or 
construction toys 

 

Focus;  
Use a variety of 
joining and cutting 
techniques including 
scissors to cut along 
a marked line. 
 
• Fine motor skills 

cutting activities 

• Creating Christmas 
cards using their 
cutting skills. 

• Making Christmas 
decorations using salt 
dough. 

• Following a recipe to 
create a Christmas 
treat. 

Focus; 
Choose resources 
to carry out their 
own plan and 
share and explain 
their ideas, choices 
and processes. 
 
• Creating a moving 

vehicle using building 
or construction toys. 

 

Focus; 
Use a variety of 
joining and cutting 
techniques 
including scissors 
to cut along a 
marked line. 
 
• Using a variety of 

materials as well as 
joining techniques 
(glue, Sellotape, 
masking tape) to 
create their own 
African animal. 

 

 

 
Focus; 
Choose resources 
to carry out their 
own plan and 
share and explain 
their ideas, choices 
and processes. 
 
•  

 

 


